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Congo 


Sassou-Nguesso Gives Anniversary Address 14 Aug 


Announces Ciemency Measures 
AB1408112188 Paris AFP in French 1022 GMT 
14 Aug 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 14 Aug (AFP)}—Measures of clem- 
ency in favor of political and common prisoners were 
announced today in Brazzaville by the Congolese head of 
state, Mr Denis Sassou-Nguesso, in a nationwide address 
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Congolese 
revolution. 


These clemency measures, it was learned from well- 
informed sources, are in particular for Messrs Claude- 
Ernest Ndalla and Jean-Pierre Thystere Tchicaya, two 
former high-ranking dignitaries of the Congolese Marxist 
regime. They were sentenced in 1986 for attacking state 
security. 


Mr Ndéalla, alias Nda'la “Graille,”’ one of the important 
personalities of the Congolese revolution, had been sen- 
tenced to death on three occasions: in 1972, during the 
leftist-oriented putsch; in 1977, following the assassina- 
tion of President Marien Ngouabi; and in 1986, after a 
bomb blast resulted in the deaths of 9 people and the 
injury of 92 others in Brazzaville. 


Mr Thystere Tchicaya, former second-in-command of 
the regime in 1982 who was later suspended from the 
party, was given a suspended prison sentence of 5 years 
in 1986, following that same bomb blast. 


4 total of 463 common prisoners will also benefit from 
these measures of clemency, commutation, or reduction 
in jail terms. 


However, those involved in Captain Anga’s rebellion, 
the ringleader of which is said to be former President 
Joachim Yhombi Opango, will not benefit from the 
measures. The Congolese leader stressed that he intends 
to let the judicial authorities continue their investigation 
until the truth is learned. 


President Nguesso also reiterated his appeal to his fellow 
countrymen in exile to return home to “contribute to the 
building of the nation” instead of “continuing to reside 
in European capitals and striving to write slanderous 
articles.” He recalled that 25 years ago, “in the name of 
downtrodden national dignity, confiscated and sold-oif 
independence, and downtrodden social justice, the Con- 
golese defied cannons and succeeded, after 3 days of 
struggle, in toppling the neocolonial regime.” Mr 
Nguesso stressed the need to safeguard national unity. 
He expressed concern over the country’s economic situ- 
ation, stressing in particular that the public sector had 
been “more of a consumer than a supplier” of national 
resources. 
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He called on all the social partners for “self-exami- 
nation” to revamp the economy. 


Denounces Political Dogmatism 
AB1408192588 Dakar PANA in French 1200 GMT 
14 Aug 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 14 Aug (ACI/PANA)—The chairman 
of the Congolese Labor Party's Central Committee, 
Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, today denounced in 
Brazzaville the “dogmatism” of certain PTC militants in 
the analysis of initiatives relating to particular situa- 
tions. “Scientific socialism has some guidelines whose 
implementation makes allowance for the realities of each 
country. Unfortunately, people do not often pay atten- 
tion to this fundan ental truth so much so that the 
analysis of our militants are sometimes alienated and 
they cling to hackneyed expressions, rejecting outright 
any initiative that is not in conformity with the ideals of 
the revolution,” he said. 


President Denis Sassou-Nguesso, who was speaking on 
the occasion of the 25th anniversary celebrations of his 
country’s revolution, attributed these shortcomings to 
the bad assimilation of the Marxist-Leninist theory by 
some militants. This dogmatism, he added, has not 
permitted us to “find out our weakness” and it somehow 
retards the progress of the revolution as some militants 
often refuse to leave the guidelines and go to the field of 
realities. To correct these shortcomings, President Sas- 
sou-Nguesso expressed the desire that each militant 
internalize the stage of the national, democratic, and 
popular revolution in order to “methodically solve all 
the fundamental and secondary contradictions.” 


Furthermore, President Sassou-Nguesso appealed to all 
his countrymen to work to safeguard the national unity 
“which was achieved in 1963, by casting aside geo- 
graphic, ethnic, political, and denominational differ- 
ences.” “National unity—the people's unity—is the 
cement of all national construction,” the head of state 
stated, pointing out that “all those who wanted to divide 
the people, all those who wanted to establish their power 
through ethnic and regional differences have failed.” 


Gabon 


Bongo Leaves for Brazzaville Festivities 12 Aug 
AB1208211588 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 12 Aug 


[Excerpt] In the People’s Republic of Congo, festivities 
marking the 25th anniversary of the revolution will enter 
a decisive phase tomorrow. The festivities will end on 15 
August. President El Hadj Omar Bongo left Libreville 
this morning for Brazzaville where he is expected as one 
of Congolese President Denis Sassou Nguesso’s guest of 
honor. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Holds Talks With Iran's Sheyk ol-Eslam 
EA0408 195888 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam today 
received a message from the Iranian leader. Asefa 
Seyoum, the palace reporter, has the details: 


[Asefa] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE president 
and commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, today received a message from the leader of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, President “Ali Khamene‘i. It 
was delivered to Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam by Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Hoseyn 
Sheykh ol-Eslam in a ceremony this afternoon at the 
comrade general secretary's special office at the WPE 
Central Committee. 


During the ceremony Hoseyn Sheykh ol-Eslam gave the 
comrade general secretary a detailed briefing on the 
current situation in his country and the region, with 
particular reference to the Iran-Iraq war. He also noted 
that his country has extended the hand of peace by 
accepting UN Resolution 598, in order to reach a lasting 
solution to the war between the two countries which has 
caused enormous losses of life and property. The Iranian 
envoy and official went on to say that inasmuch as Iran 
stands for peace, i: is Iran's strong desire that Iraq should 
adopt a similar position. Iran will continue to make 
efforts toward this end, the envoy assured Comrade 
President Mengistu. 


For his part, Comrade President Mengistu said it is his 
strong wish that the Iran-Iraq war end and peace return 
to the region. He noted that the PDRE will contribute 
toward this end. 


Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, WPE Central Committee 
Politburo member and Foreign Minister, attended the 
ceremony. 


ELF Chairman Says 95 Percent of Eritrea Free 
LD1308101388 Kuwait KUNA in English 0854 GMT 
13 Aug 88 


[Text] Kuwait, Aug. 13 (KUNA) —Eritrean Liberation 
Front (ELF) fighting for the independence of Eritrea 
from Ethiopia has emphasized that 95 per cent of Eritrea 
had been liberated including four strategic towns. 


In an interview with the Kuwaiti daily AL-ANBA’, 
published Saturday, ELF Ciiairman Abdullah Mohamed 
[mame as received] said ELF forces had managed to 
liberate most of the Eritrean towns in its 27-year-old 
fighting with the Eritrean regime. 


Mohamed added 95 per cent of Eritrea was presently 
under the full control of the Eritrean revolution. 
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He accused the Marxist Ethiopian Government of indis- 
criminate bombing of highly populated Eritrean towns. 


However, Mohamed criticized the Addis Ababa-based 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) for siding with the 
Ethiopian Government. 


He explained that some African countries who were 
supporting the Ethiopian Government and the fact that 
the OAU is seated in Addis Ababa as well as lack of 
national unity among Eritrean factions had led to what 
he called the hesitant attitude of the OAU towards the 
Eritrean question. 


Mohamed charged that Ch-istian missionary organiza- 
tions were trying to exploit the tragic situation of the 
Eritrean people with the aim of converting them. 


“But the Muslims in Eritrea were strongly committed to 
their religion, despite the fact that Islamic charity orga- 
nizations had not extended any assistance to the Eritrean 
people till now despite our repeated appeals,’ Mohamed 
added. 


He hailed the role played by Kuwait in consolidating the 
struggle of the Eritrean people in all fields. 


“Kuwait's important support to the Eritrean people had 
contributed a great deal to the continuity of the Eritrean 
revolution and the victories it achieved since 1961,” 
Mohamed concluded. 


Eritrean Rebels Shell Asmera Airport 11 Aug 
EA1408164788 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0630 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] The heroic EPLF commando units have carried 
out a heavy atiack on Asmera Airport. Our commando 
units shelled the airport with heavy weapons at 2000 on 
Thursday, 11 August 1988. 


The [words indistinct] shelling with heavy weapons 
inflicted major losses on enemy property. Fires caused 
by the shelling had lasted for 2 days by yesterday. After 
accomplishing this victorious mission, our combatants 
returned safely to their base. 


Kenya 


Minister Warns Media on ‘Negative Reporting’ 
EA1008200288 Nairobi KNA in English 1632 GMT 
10 Aug 88 


[Excerpts] Kakamega, 10 Aug—Kenya Government was 
fully committed to the development of this country and 
everything possible was being done towards this direc- 
tion, the Minister for Local Government and Physical 
Planning Mr Moses Mudavadi has said. Addressing a 
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civic leaders meeting in Kakamega recently Mr Muda- 
vad: called upon Kenyans to redouble their efforts in 
whatever field they were engaged for the national 
progress. 


Noting that there were some people bent to destabilize 
national plans, the minister warned that your action will 
not take you anywhere. He stressed that government was 
strong and that anybody who mistook its silence to mean 
weakness was cheating himself. [passage omitted] 


Mr Mudavadi rapped some newspapers in the country 
tor highlighting issues likely to cause misunderstanding 
and warned them that unless they desisted from negative 
reporting, government would not remain silent while 
they ruin the progress of the country. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Siad Barre Receives Iraqi Envoy, Message 
JN1108160688 Baghdad INA in English 1550 GMT 
i] Aug 88 


Mogadishu, Aug. I1, INA—President Mohamed Siad 
Barre of Somalia today conferred here with the personal 
envoy of President Saddam Husayn. 


The envoy, Mr. Hasan ‘Ali, member of the Revolution 
Command Council conveyed a message from President 
Husayn to President Barre. 


The meeting was attended by Mr. Ahmad Suleyman, 
member of the Politburo of the Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party and Kahlaf Mousa Semather, [name as 
received], deputy foreign minister. 


Tanzania 


Salim Confirms Troop Presence in Mozambique 
FA1108182988 Dakar PANA tn English 1180 GMT 
1] Aug 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, |! Aug (SHIHATA/PANA}— 
Tanzanian and Mozambican troops have effectively 
thwarted an attempt by the South African-sponsored 
Mozambique National Resistance (MNR) bandits to 
capture Mozambique’s central province of Zambezia, 
the Tanzanian National Assembly was told on Wednes- 
day (10 Aug). 


FAST AFRICA 


In the first official statement by the government on the 
presence of Tanzanian troops in Mozambique, the 
Defence Minister Salim Ahmed Salim, told the house 
that the troops, dispatched in January 1987, were in high 
morale. He said that the South Africa-MNR alliance’s 
Strategy was to divide Mozambique into two parts and 
control the northern part from Zambezia. Salim said that 
Tanzanian troops in Mozambique had pre-empted Pre- 
toria’s move to extend its borders to southern Tanzania. 
It 1s clear that if the conspiracy had succeeded, we were 
sure to share a border with the Boers and their surro- 
gates, and we would be confronting them in southern 
regions of Mtwara and Lindi and Ruvuma, he said. 


Salim said the MNR onslaught in Zambezia, which ts 
Mozambique’s most important agricultural province 
was aimed at weakening the country economically. He 
said the third objective of the Pretoria-MNR alliance 
was to capture Quelimane Port, Zambezia’s provincial 
capital. 


He said that Tanzania sent troops to strengthen security 
in Quelimane and areas recaptured trom the MNR 
bandits in response to a Mozambican request. He said 
that Zimbabwean troops were in Mozambique to 
enhance security in Manica, Sofala and Tete Provinces. 


Uganda 


Screening of Former UPDA Members Begins 
LD1008165788 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] The screening of former members of the UPDA 
[Ugandan People’s Democratic Army] in Kitgum Dis- 
trict (ed: northern Uganda) is under way. It is being 
supervised by the DA [District Administrator], Mr Tom 
Apila, and the commander of the 317th Brigade, Major 
(Badewi Kiging:). Other officers involved in the exercise 
are Lieutenant Colonel (Ochello Nagay:) and Captain 
(Okot Willet). 


Addressing more than 360 former members of the 
UPDA at Padibe reception center in Lamwo County, the 
DA said that the NRM government ts doing all it can to 
maintain peace in all parts of the country. 


Maj (Kigingi) told the former UPDA fighters not to have 
any fear in their minds. He said Ugandans are one 
people and must work together to protect the nation. 
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Angola 


4-Party Military Commission To Meet in Luanda 
AB1508134088 Dakar PANA in English 1327 GMT 
15 Aug 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 15 Aug. (ACI/PANA)}—Angolan 
President Eduardo dos Santos has disclose:' that the first 
meeting of the military commission of Angola, Cuba, 
South Africa and the US would begin in Luanda on 
Monday [15 August]. He said on Sunday in Brazzaville 
the meeting would discuss the implementation of the 
agreement signed recently by the countries in Geneva. 


Dos Santos, who was in the Congolese capital to partic- 
ipate in activities marking the 25th anniversary of the 
Congolese revolution, noted that the agreement would 
open up new perspectives for peace in Angola and the 
independence of Namibia. “We shall continue the nego- 
tiations and we are convinced that peace will be achieved 
someday”, he stated. 


Dos Santos Orders Inquiry Into Masire ‘Accident’ 
MB1308192288 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, today appointed an inquiry com- 
mission into investigating what caused the accident to 
Botswana President Quett Masire’s aircraft in Angola a 
few days ago. 


The commission, which 1s coordinated by the Ministry 
of Transport, includes officials from the ministries of 
defense, state security, and external relations. It should 
continue the preliminary investigation carried out by the 
State Security Ministry, the results of which were 
released to the president of Botswana. 


Angola has invited representatives of the International 
Airlines Organization and the Republic of Botswana to 
follow the commission's work. 


UNITA Alleges Cubans Targetted Masire Flight 
MB1 308092488 (Ciandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0600 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The MPLA-Labor Party regime has confirmed 
that it shot at Botswana President Quett Masire’s plane 
that was on its way to Luanda. A communique issued by 
the Botswana news agency has pointed out that the 
presidential plane was shot at by a fighter plane belong- 
ing to the MPLA in an area it controls. The communique 
added that the MPLA-Labor Party authorities justified 
the incident because the presidential plane was flying 
over an area of major military activity due to recent 
actions mounted by our FALA forces. 
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The MPLA's justification is refuted by earlier reports 
that cited a Botswana Government spokesman state- 
ment that the air route followed by the Botswana presi- 
dential plane had been previously discussed with the 
MPLA authorities. The spokesman added that the route 
had been authorized by the Luanda regime officials and 
that the plane followed an internationally recognized 
route in Angolan air space. 


Botswana President Quett Masire suffered serious inju- 
ries caused by fragments from one of the piane’s engines 
which exploded following the attack. The seriousness of 
the injuries is reflected in the fact that four doctors had 
to accompany the president on his return to Botswana. 
The embarrassment caused to the MPLA-Labor Party 
regime by this serious diplomatic incident led Angola to 
send its External Relations Minister Afonso van Dunem 
Mbinda to accompany the Botswana president on his 
return home. 


Meanwhile, our correspondent in Luanda has informed 
us that reports are circulating within the MPLA-Labor 
Party General Staff that the crew of the fighter plane that 
shot the presidential plane were Cubans who took the 
action on orders from the Air Force Command of the 
Cuban troops stationed in Angola. 


UNITA Reports 9 Cuban, 21 MPLA Troops Killed 
MB1508063088 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0613 GMT 15 Aug 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of liberated Angola, 15 
Aug (KUP)}—A petroleum well and an underground fuel 
reservoir have been set alight in two separate single- 
handed commando operations in which nine Cuban 
troops were killed in Zaire and Huambo Provinces at the 
weekend. 


A UNITA chief of staff communique said that one 
member of UNITA commandos penetrated Quinguila 
petroleum complex—some 30 km west of Soyo town and 
set a fire to one of the sectors, causing extensive damages 
to fuel wells and machinery in a fire lasting 10 hours. 


In a similar incident in Huambo, another commando 
caused an explosion that destroyed underground fuel 
reservior at Che Guevara Barracks. Armament ware- 
houses and four trucks were among the property 
destroyed in the fire, besides the death of of nine Cuban 
soldiers who were trying to fight the blaze. 


Meanwhile, twenty-one MPLA troops have been killed 
in two UNITA ambushes along Carmona-Quitexe road 
in Uige and Lucala-Samba Caju road in Kuanza Sul 
Province respectively on 10th August. The communique 
added twenty AK-47 rifles, one RPG-7 rocket ‘auncher 
along with 45 projectiles and a large quantity ©. ammu- 
nition were seized. 


UNITA casualties during the clashes have been given as 
five dead and nine wounded. 
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Huila, Zaire Combat Victories 
MB1308070088 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0600 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Communique issued by FALA Chief of General Staff 
General Amos Demostenes Chilingutila in Jamba on || 
August—read by announcer] 


[Text] Within the framework of military actions 
mounted by UNITA against the MPLA, which ts kept in 
power in Luanda by the Soviets and Cubans, our FALA 
forces recently carried out several operations, including 
the following: 


Huila Province, on 8 August 1988— Our forces clashed 
with two FAPLA battalions of the 100th Brigade in the 
outskirts of Chipindo post which the enemy tried to 
repossess. The | and '2 hour fight resulted in the death of 
25 FAPLA soldiers, including platoon commanders Abi- 
lio Chavala and Martinho Matendo. Our forces also 
captured 20 AK-47 automatic weapons. One BRDM-2 
reconnaissance and assault vehicle and one BTR-60 were 
destroyed. A total of four tanks, each containing 15,000 
liters, were burned as well as five trucks, three of which 
contained a large quantity of war materiel. 


Zaire Province, on 9 August 1988—Our forces attacked 
a military column along the road linking Tomboco and 
Ambrizite. In a 45-minute clash, our forces destroyed 
five vehicles, killed seven FAPLA soldiers, and captured 
six AK-47 automatic weapons and 3,470 rounds of 
ammunition. 


Bie Province, on 10 August 1988—Our forces attacked 
an FAPLA battalion belonging to 58th Brigade between 
Chindumba and Monte Esperanca to the northwest of 
Cuemba. The enemy fled in disarray after a 30-minute 
battle. A total of 10 FAPLA soldiers were killed by our 
forces who also captured 8 AK-47 automatic weapons, 2 
RPK weapons, and 3,500 rounds of AK-47 ammunition 
An FAPLA soldier known as Manuel Antonio was taken 
prisoner. In the fighting, our forces suffered two dead 
and nine wounded. 


Our free land or death' United we shall win! 
Jamba, the bastion of Angolan resistance, |! August 1988 


[Signed] General Demonstenes Amos Chilingutila, chief 
of general staff 


Commentary Warns of ‘Ambiguity’ in Peace Talks 
MB1308194688 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[ANGOP commentary: “Let Us March Toward Peace 
With Serenity, Seriousness, and Goodwill] 


[Text] The Geneva joint declaration clarified two issues 
that certain ultrareactionary circles are likely to deliber- 
ately falsify in the international arena. The first is the 
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internal, rather than international, nature of the issue 
concerning responsibility for resolving the \' NIT A ques- 
tion. And the second is the essentially bilateral nature of 
the resolution on withdrawing Cuban internationaiist 
troops from the People’s Republic of Angola, regardless 
of the flexibility and constructive spirit displayed by the 
Angolan and Cuban Governments by talking about—as 
opposed to negotiating—the aforesaid issue at the qua- 
dripartite meetings. The international community must 
be warned against ambiguity. 


Instrumental subjugation binding UNITA to the apart- 
heid system, and its link with Angola's independence as 
proclaimed on 11 November 1975—promptly followed 
by the constitution and international recognition of the 
People’s Republic of Angola—has long disqualified 
UNITA as a liberation movement. It has been reduced 
instead to an outlaw gang of professional terrorists 
currently in the pay of the United States and the Pretoria 
authorities. Any puppet action disturbing the Geneva 
agreements will be the responsibility of these two sides. 
which are involved in the quadripartite negotiation 
process. UNITA 1s a mere instrument in the hands of the 
two aforesaid countries. It has no international statute 
UNITA enjoys no autonomy in its maneuvers. There is 
no and there cannot be any room for errors in this issuc 


The main foundation of the internationally recognized 
government of the People’s Republic of Angola rests on 
the will of the country’s most undivided class—the 
working class—and the largely peasant population. 
which seeks unity and tranquility rather than sterile and 
rhetorical diversions. 


It was within this framework that, from 1978—)ust 3 
years after independence—the late President Agostinho 
Neto, immortal leader of the Angolan revolution, coura- 
geously inaugurated a national harmonization policy. 
which has been practiced ever since. The results of this 
policy today are rather positive, to the extent that, in the 
current conditions of embryonic peace it can be said 
that it was right to deepen and polish that polw:y with the 
aim of expanding and improving cohesion in the libera- 
tion front, which, under the MPLA-Labor Party's lead- 
ership, has permitted the neutralization of racist desta- 
bilization and opened new paths for the Angolan 
people's social development to the detriment of all 
internal and external backward forces. 


Today we can pursue this policy in a more concrete and 
decisive manner, depending on the disappearance rate of 
the [words indistinct] causes behind fratricidal hostilities 
in the past. The prejudicial influence achieved by the 
enemy in the battieficld—by making consistently dema- 
gogic use of objective and subjective failures since inde- 
pendence—will only be dismantled through a livelier 
and more intelligent national harmonization policy. The 
polriical component, which 1s dialectically connected 
with the military component, 1s part of the general 
strategy to eliminate reactionary violence by the criminal 
gang in the pay of apartheid. 
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Those who are sull trying to confuse people about the 
withdrawal of Cuban internationalisis must be reminded 
that the Angolan Government has long outlined—within 
the tramework of the negotuation process, since its begin- 
ning and before .hat—a policy of flexibility, constructive 
spirit, mitiative and goodwill. This policy was illus- 
trated by President Neto and Fide! Castro's bilateral 
decision concerning [the troops] withdrawal which was 
suspended due to South African aggression, the subse- 
quent joint Angolan-Cuban declaration dated 4 Febru- 
ary 1982. and President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ letter 
dated 17 November 1984 to the UN secretary general. 
This letter contained detailed proposals concerning the 
resolution of this drawn-out issue. 


Based on this policy, Angola and Cuba sovereignly 
adhered to the two prominently stipulated principles 
enshrined in the joint Geneva declaration. 


Angola and Cuba have reiterated their desire to reach a 
tilatera! accord that will include a timetable for the 
phased and total withdrawal of Cuban forces from 
Angola that 1s accepted by all sides. 


The two sides agreed to reach an accord on the aforesaid 
tuumetable by | September 1988. The text 1s clear, and 
any contusion 1s no more than an exercise in dangerous 
tactics 


The Government of the People’s Republic of Angola 
does not see any irremovable obstacles in the path of the 
much-desired, just, political resolution to the southwest- 
ern African problem. 


Faithful to its people and the guidelines from the MPLA- 
Labor Party—its revolutionary vanguard—the Angolan 
Government will stay the currently hopeful course for 
peace with serenity, serrousness, and goodwill in order to 
accelerate the arrival of a new era in this region of Africa. 


The struggle continues! Victory 1s certain’ 


Com Sees Peace Talks Enter ‘Decisive Stage’ 
{7B 1308135788 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
12000 GMT 13 Aug 88 


{[ANGOP commentary: “Let Us March Toward Peace 
with Serenity, Seriousness and Goodwill,” from the “For 
the Record” program] 


[Text] Judging from the well-known nature of the latest 
round of quadripartite talks in Geneva 2-5 August, the 
negotiated process for peace in southwestern Africa 
seems to have entered a decisive stage. 


A joint communique published simultaneously on 8 
August im Luanda, Havana, and Pretoria shows the 
content of those talks is atready satisfactory for the 
Angolan and Namibian peoples with regard to certain 
fundamental issues. 
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South Afmea’s acceptance of the principle governing 
respect for the verritorial integrity of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola by ordering its regular army to cease war 
actions inside Angola and to withdraw from Angolan 
territory until the end of this month, and its solemn 
promise to begin implementing UN Security Council 
Resolution 435/78 on Namubia’s independence by | 
November have responded to conditions always prev- 
ously demanded by the Angolan Government. 


It 1s useful to recall the prerequisites the Angolan Gov- 
ernment has long seen as objectives for the negotiations. 
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the 
South Afncan forces occupying a portion of Angolan 
territory. the immediate implementation of UN Securr 

Council Resolution 435/78 on Namita’s independence. 
cessation of South Afmcan aggression against Angola. 
and cessation of al! logistical support for the UNITA 


puppet gang. 


It 1s easy to see that the steps achieved in Genes > represent 
political and diplomatic successes tor Angola. albert tran- 
sitory. because these steps are only the results of a certain 
stage in a complex negotiated process sull under way This 
evolution—which was learned bs an important section of 
public opinion with cautious confidence—was only accel- 
erated by subregional, regronal, and .aternational changes 
that must be kept in mind. together with Angola's serenity. 
seriousness, and goodwill 


The first change was the racist South African Ariny's 
military defeat in southern Angola. thanks to the serious 
development of the FAPLA’s military preparedness and 
priceless support from the Cuban internationalists. The 
second change 1s related to the psychological conse- 
quences of Pretoria’s failed military expansionism 
within South Africa itself, which from now on will suffer 
inevitably heightened differences of opimion within 
apartheid’s institutional stalwart—its regular army New 
political thinking. inaugurated in the international arena 
by the current USSR leadership—which has lent dyna- 
mism to the will to find political resolutions to regional 
conflicts—1s the third change explaining the Geneva 
understanding. Finally, the fourth factor was the current 
U.S. Administration's interesit—greatly heightened at 
presidential pre-election time—in finding a (°viable) 
alternative to the disreputable policy of constructive 
engagement. so that it safeguards vital strategic interests 
in the region in the face of apartheid’s growing isolation 
There 1s also increasing support for mandatory economic 
sanctions against South Africa, even im the United 
States. 


The progress made in Geneva in the wake of the pre- 
mises established at London, Cairo, and New York also 
helps delineate prospects of victory for realism, pragma- 
tism, and sensibility. Even for the Pretoria leadership. 
this ts One More Opportunity—among so many gone 
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a-begg:7g—to have the courage to guarantee the fulfill- 
ment of the agreements and even to start moving to the 
indispensable stage of real \emocracy for South African 
society. 


Wisened by the bitter experiences of South Afmcan 
turrabouts on the Lusaka agreements and the Nkomati 
accord of 1984, the Angolan people welcomed the 
results of the Geneva meeting with (prudent) satusfac- 
tron. This prudence 1s based on the awareness that the 
process will only gain real irreversibility once Namibia 
has achieved its independence and South Afncan society 
has been democratized. This was recalled at the last 
Frontline summit in Luanda. 


Vigilance. serenity and constant accompaniment of the 
situation ‘will continue to guide the Angolan people's 
behavior until then. The Angolan people have been 
wisened by direct knowledge of the Souih Afcan 
enemy. which will always be ready to take advantage of 
any naivete, weakness, or misfortune. 


The struggle continues! Victory 1s certain’ 


Des Santos Receive<« Message From Cavaco Silva 
MB1308140588 Luande Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 13 Aug 88 


Text] Angolan President Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos received a message from Portuguese Prime Minis- 
ter Aniba! Cavaco Silva from a special Portuguese envoy 
this morning. The content of the message has not been 
disclosed, but it 1s thought to focus on bilatera! relations 
and the current international situation, in general, and the 
situation in southwestern Africa, in particular 


Dos Santos Meets With Romanian, Algerian Envoys 
MB1208222988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguesr 
1900 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] Remanian Ambassador to Angola Marin ‘hescu 
this evening handed a personal message from Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu to Angolan President Com- 
rade Jose Eduardo dos Santos. The content of the 
message was not disclosed, but it is thought to be 
connected to bilateral relations and the current political 
climate in southwertern Afnica. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos received Algenan 
Ambassador to Angola (Fusaki wa Famih), who bid him 
farewell at the end of h*s 4-year tour of duty in Angola. 


At the end of his 20-minute meeting with President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, (Wa Famih) said that in his farewell 
he reiterated the Algerian people's solidarity with and 
support for the Angolan people at this crucial time for 
southwestern Africa. 


He said he had reaffirmed Algerian President Chadli 
Bendjedid’s support for Angola's negotiation proposals 
concerning the ongoing peace process in southwestern 
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Afnca. He expressed great admiration for the Angolan 
people's courage and determunation in defending their 
independence and territorial integrity, which are con- 
stantly threatened by international impenalism. 


Botswana 


Masire Flies To London for Medical Treatment 
MB1208 165788 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] The president. Dr Quett Masire, leaves tomorrow 
morning at 0700 for London for further medical exam- 
inations. This follows advice from the Prnce.s Marina 
Hospital doctors who have been examining the presi- 
dent, together with Chief of Protocol Mr Bashi Ikitsing. 


The president will be accompanied to London by the 
first lady, “Ars Gladys Masire, the minister of external 
affairs, Dr Chiepe. senior government officials, and 
medical personne! 


Commentary Seeks Investigation of Masire ‘Ordeal’ 
MB/ 208120288 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Staton commentary} 


[Text] It was a remarkable feat for the crew of the 
presidential jet that in split seconds they had secured 
emergency landing to “ave the live: of the prssengers 
after one of the engines had disintegrated. Given the 
sudden explosion, ‘he limited options available to the 
pilot for any intelligent mancuver, the ordeal of having 
to command a seriously degraded a. ‘craft, the relatively 
re\axed atmosphere in the new executive jet, and the 
status of the occupants cf the aircraft, the crew did an 
excellent job. 


According to aviation experts, any delay in taking deci- 
sions could have been fatal. W:at 1s really remarkable 
and an outstanding actievemen' by any standards, 1s 
that the pilot was able to descend a seriously damaged 
aircraft from 35,000 feet above sea level within 5 min- 
utes. Only two people, including the president, Dr Quen 
Masire, suffered minor injuries. 


The crew must be congratulated for thix exceptionally 
good airmanship, and a job well done. We shovid also 
congratulate the passengers for their composure and 
calm in the face of a potentially dangerous situation. The 
deputy general manager of Air Botswana, Mr (Brian 
Pockock), says the pilot facing severe damage or separa- 
tion of an engine at a high altitude :s faced with a serious 
situation, particularly if engine or turivne fragments 
penetrated the pressure cabin. He adds that in addition 
to a loss of up to 50 percent of his avaiable power— 
depending on the nature of the damage—there would be 
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a loss of half of the various ("services), such as electrical 
power, hydraulics. and air pressure required for the 
norma! operation of the aircraft. There was also the risk 
of engine fire. 


We are, however, happy thai, despite the inconvenience 
suffered by the president, the officials, and the crew, they 
were all able to return to Botswana safely. We cannot 
pretend that the president and his entourage were not 
faced with a grave situation. Indeed, the Cuito Bie drama 
could have ended with one of the biggest tragedies this 
nation has ever seen. and professional decision 
(*suapped) at a crucial moment. 


The nation 1s correct to have been anxious when news of 
the near miss was delivered, and equally as relieved 
when the president subsequently landed at Sir Seretse 
Khama Airport alive. We join the rest of the nation in 
thanking God for having given wisdom and courage to 
the crew toe avert what was virtually a disaster. 


It 1s in order that comprehensive investigations should 
be conducted to find out why a presidential jet was shot 
at by an Angolan jet fighter on a route cleared b: the 
Angolans themselves. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Kills 9 Troops Near Malawi Border 
MB1308154488 Johannesburg International Service 
in Enelish 1500 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The Renamo movement of Mozambique has 
announced that it has killed nine government soldiers 
and seized a town and numerous weapons in a baitie 
near Mozambique's border with Malawi. 


The movement said in a statement released in Lisbon 
that it had forced the retreat of a battalion after an attack 
on Vila Nova de Fronteira on the banks of the Zambezi 
river in western Tete province 


Renamo announced “hat four of its members were killed 
and three were injured in the skirmishes. 


U.S. Navy Vessel Pharris Arrives 12 Aug 
MB1 308005588 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] A U.S. Navy frigate dockea at Maputo Porn 
yesterday for a 3-day visit, the first since Mozambiquc's 
independence. According to a note issued by the US. 
Embassy in Maputo, the visit is at the invitation of 
Mozambican authorities, and it is a sign of the US. 
Government's respect and friendship with the Mozam- 
bican people and government. 


The frigate is part of warships from [word indistinct] in 
the U.S. state of Virginia that rgularly patrol the Med- 
iterranean and Indian Ocean. The crew of 18 officers and 
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255 saiiors expects to hold meetings with Mozambican 
Government and public officials belonging to the social, 
political, cultural, and military fields. 


Chissanc Visits Warship 
MB1408183588 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano visited the USS 
Pharris warship in Maputo today, which is on a 3-day 
visit to Mozambique at the invitation of Mozambican 
authorities. The vessel docked at Mapuio port on Friday 
and has a crew of 18 officers and 255 sailors. 


U.S. Ambassadur in Maputo Melissa Wells said today 
that the visit by a U.S. warship to Mozambique was sign 
of the interest to strengthen cooperation between the two 
nations. She was addressing national journalists on the 
occasion of the USS Pharris frigate’s visit to our country. 
This 1s the first U.S. warship to visit our country since 
national independence. 


Chissano Hails Ship's Visit 
MB1408200988 Mapute Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano said in Maputo today 
that the visit by the USS Pharris to Mozambique would 
Strengthen cooperation between the two counties. The 
Mozambican head of state also referred to visits by other 
warships to Mozambique within the framework of our 
policy of cooperation. President Joaquim Chissano also 
spoke about the Mozambican Army, which he said 1s 
devoted to peace, during his visit to the U.S. frigate. The 
USS Pharris 1s visiting our country following an invitation 
extended by Mozambique 2 years ago. 


Namibia 


SADF Move North; ‘Desperate Hope’ on Peace 
MB1208154888 London EBC World Service in English 
1S1S GMT 12 Aug 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] South Africa was supposed to be moving its troops 
south of Angola this week in accordance with the cease- 
fire agrecment announced on Monday. The South Afri- 
can Defense Force said it was doing so, but then nothing 
much happened. They now say they are in the process of 
getting the operation under way. But reports from Nami- 
bia say that South African troops have been se: 9 moving 
north toward Angola rather than away from it. Elizabeth 
Ohini asked Gwen Lister in Windhoek if there 1s any 
explanation for thi current contradiction: 


[Begin recording} [Liste:, Well, Namibians, and resi- 
dents of this country in general, have witnesse:' a lot of 
troop movement and heavy military machinery moving 
up to the border with the north, and we have approached 
the SADF in Pretoria on this question, and of course 
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they have said what they usually say, namely that they do 
not comment on troops movement. Bui it may be safe to 
assume that the SADF are being cautious about the 
whole agreement and that even if they do intend to 
withdraw from Angola in the near future, that they are 
certainly keeping a massive presence up in northern 
Namibia just in case the agreement with the Cubans and 
the Angolans goes sour and they are forced to go back 
into Angola once again. 


{[Ohini] What about Windhoek, in general? Is there an 
atmosphere of imminent independence coming and pec- 
ple beginning their ce‘ebrations? 


| Lister] Well, I think that generally people are not very 
optimistic at the moment. I think there are a few of them 
who may have bren a little hasty in wanting to shop for, 
perhaps the champagne, and cokes, in anticipation of 
eventual independence, but I think other observers real- 
ize that there is still a long way to go before the 
implementation of resolution 435. The general feeling | 
would describe more as a sort of desperate hope on the 
part of the people who have waited for over 10 years for 
the implementation of resolution 435, which is almost a 
decade old. And I think at the seme time most odservers 
in Namibia have old acquaintances with the delaying 
tactics of the South African Government concerning 
independence for Namibia, and i think that for this 
reason, they are a little bit cautious about being optimis- 
tic about imminent independence at this stage. 


{[Ohini] Has there been no more reaction to the com- 
ments by the South African minister of information that 
they don’t have any odjection to a SWAPO government? 


[Lister] Once again, there hasn't been anv official reac- 
tion from any parties in Namibia but I think at the same 
that they would react by saying they really can’t take the 
South African Government too seriously on this ques- 
tion. It wasn't a couple of months ago during the 
elections in South Africa when Mr P. W. Botha said, and 
he emphasized, that he wouldn't allow a SWAPO flag to 
be flown in Windhoek. [end recording] 


Republic of South Africa 


Pik Botha Says Nation Can Produce Nuclear Weapons 
MB1308132088 Urstata Capital Radia in English 
1300 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Pik Botha says South Africa has the capability to 
produce nuclear weapons. The foreign affairs mister 
was asked in Vienna if South Africa had a nuclear bomb. 
He replied: “We have the capability to make one should 
we want to.” Botha deciined to say ary more. The South 
African foreign affairs minister is in Vienna for talks 
with U.S., Soviet, and British officials on the possibility 
of South Africa signing the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty. 
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‘Urgent Attention’ Given to NPT Membership 
MB1308053088 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0SOC@ GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The government is to give urgent attention to the 
implications of South Africa becoming a signatory to the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty [NPT]. This was 
announced after talks between South Africa and the 
three permanent member countries of the NPT—Brit- 
ain, the United States, and the Soviet Union—in the 
Austrian capital, Vienna, yesterday. 


The South African Jelegation, under the leadership of 
the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, and the 
minister of economic affairs and technology, Mr Danie 
Steyn, attempted to get clarity on the benefits to be 
derived from signing the treaty. 


In a joint statement released after the talks, the four 
countries said their meeting had been convened on the 
initiative of the South African Government after an 
announcement by the state president last September that 
South Africa was interested in signing the treaty. One 
hundred and forty-five countries have signed the treaty, 
which commits covztnes that have not developed 
nuclear weapons to refrain from doing so. The nuclear 
powers undertake, 'n turn, not to assist other nations in 
acquiring nuclear weapons, and to negotiate an end to 
the arms rece. The trea’y also orovides for the verifica- 
tion of these commitments by officials of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency, which is based in Vienna 


A statement issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
says the delegation is ‘o report to the government on the 
outcome of the talks. 


Pik Botha Reacts to 1/.S. Vote on Sanctions Bill 


Calls House Vote Political 
MB1 308055588 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaons 0530 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, has 
reacted to the new U.S. sanctions bill. The minister ts in 
Ausiria at the head of a South Ai. ican delegation to talks 
on the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. Mr Botha said 
it was strange that the U.S. House of Representatives 
had approved the bill. 


[Begin Botha recorcing in English] We do not under- 
stand this at all. At a time when we have made positive 
progress on the Angola-Namibia issue after long months 
of hard work; at a time that we're having these talks in 
Vienna on nuclear power matters, which is of great 
importance, this subject; at a time when my government 
has taken great sirides to remove discrimination and to 
bring about a situation in South Africa where leaders will 
be able to share in Cecision making and minonties will 
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be protected. At such a time, the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives comes with this kind of legislation. I can only 
conclude that they have done it with a view to internal 
American politics. [end recording] 


Says Threatens Namibian Peace 
MB1308063288 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0600 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Excerpts] In Vienna, Foreign Minister Pik Botha says 
that the South African Government cannot understand 
the U.S. decision to impose further sanctions at a time 
when such progress has been made towards peace in the 
southern African region. The new sanctions measures 
would present problems for the implementation of the 
peace plan for Angola and South-West Africa. 


[Begin Botha recording] In terms of the total boycott, 
bank transfers done, Namibia is part of the boycott area. 
Who will pay for resolution 435? You? Will the Austrian 
Government pay 1.5 million rands? [figure as heard] 
Will you pay it? Who’s going to pay for it? I’m expected 
to seek peace and find a solution. The American House 
of Representatives will make it illegal for banks to pay 
for the food of the UN troops. [end recording] 


Mr Botha is in Vienna to hold discussions with the three 
permanent members of the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty, the United States, the Soviet Union, and Britain. 
[passage omitted] Mr Botha was unable to give any 
indication of the progress of the talks so far. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] Do you expect 
a decision to be taken soon? 


[Botha] I am not in a position to comment. What I have 
to say on this matter I will say to the three governments 
concerned, and to my government. I appeal to your 
understanding. This is a complex matter, it is a delicate 
matter, and I cannot discuss this (?in public). [end 
recording] 


Commerce Head Discusses U.S. Sanctions Bill 
MB1208222888 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] As you have heard, the American House of 
Representatives yesterday voted in favor of the Dellums 
Bill that would bring in sweeping sanctions banning 
trade almost totally and ending all American investment 
in South Africa, though the bill still has to go through the 
Senate and get past President Reagan. 


On the line to South Africa, Jenny Russell talked to 
Raymond Parsons, secretary general of the South Afri- 
can Organization of Chambers of Commerce, and asked 
him if the passing of the bill meant South African 
businessmen’s efforts to stop sanctions had suffered a 
setback: 
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{Begin recording] [Parsons] | don’t think that South 
African business really expected th»t they would change 
American minds in the sense that the whole issue of 
South Africa has become so deeply imbedded in the 
domestic political agenda of the United States. Although 
it’s important for South Africans, be they black or white, 
to state their views on the South African situation and 
how they see the role of sanctions, the fact remains that 
as far as the United States is concerned, the content and 
the handling of the [words indistinct] legislation has 
much more to do with United States politics than it has 
to do with South Africa. 


[Russell] Mr Parsons, you and your organization are 
opposed to sanctions. What do you think those people 
who feel morally concerned with what is going on in 
South Africa should do? 


‘Parsons] I think that instead of going in for destructive 
disengagement, which is really what the Dellums Bill is 
seeking to do, one really wants to see participation in the 
South African economy, both tradewise and invest- 
mentwise by foreign business, which would help us to 
creai< jobs, especially for blacks, and of course to be able 
to invest and finance the social upliftment program and 
the change which is so necessary in South Africa. 


[Russell] But people outside South Africa are principally 
concerned with the political change within the country. 
How do you think that working against sanctions would 
possibly help that? 


[Parsons] Well, it’s very difficult to see what kind of 
political changes you can promote if you don’t have a 
sound economy to underpin it. I think the big difference 
of opinion over this issue about South Africa is not that 
the people don’t want to see South Africa change. It’s the 
means by which they seek to do so. South African 
business wants to dismantle apartheid, not to dismantle 
the South African economy, and that’s perhaps where we 
part ways with the advocates of sanctions. 


[Russell] Is the argument that economic change will lead 
to political change just a good excuse for American 
investors, who have always made a great deal of money 
out of South Africa, to continue putting their money 
there? 


[Parsons] No, I wouldn't say that simply because if you 
look back over a long enough period, you'll find that a lot 
of the economic changes which have taken place in South 
Africa over the past 10 or 15 years are beginning to lead 
to a change in political attitudes, for a change in political 
structures. Just take, for example, the development of 
black trade unionism. It has now become a political 
factor as well as an economic factor, and, therefore, | 
don’t think one (?should) see that this kind of economic 
involvement is merely a smoke screen. In fact, it is an 
indispensable condition for further political change in 
South Africa. [end recording] 
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Effects of U.S. Elections on Sanctions Viewed 
MB1508052088 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 15 Aug 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] In the United States presidential campaign, the 
spotlight has tended in recent weeks to be focused mainly 
on the Democratic Party and its candidate, Governor 
Michael Dukakis. From today, the focus in the media 
will be overwhelmingly on the Republican Party as its 
delegates meet in New Orleans to name Vice President 
George Bush as their candidate for the election in 
November. 


The media coverage and accompanying publicity is 
likely to narrow the gap in the opinion polls which show 
Governor Dukakis to be ahead of Mr Bush by a fairly 
comfortable margin. The extent to which the polls will be 
influenced by the Republican Convention will depend 
on an important degree on the performance of Mr Bush 
himself. Also important is the policy platform the 
Republican Party adopts in New Orleans. 


For South Africans there will, of course, be particular 
interest in the Republican policy on South Africa. The 
outlines of this policy are already clear. The objective of 
the Republican Party is identical to that of the Demo- 
crats: To see an end to the present political dispensation 
in South Africa, in effect to promote a black Govern- 
ment. However, the methods proposed by the two par- 
ties for the United States to influence this objective 
differ markedly. 


The Democratic Party has launched a full frontal attack 
on the South African economy. The Dellums Sanctions 
Bill, now awaiting a vote in the Senate after its passage 
through the House of Representatives, declares war on 
our economy. Its provisions are aimed at destroying the 
economy. There is scant regard for the victims of this 
war, whether black or white. The Democrats’ policy has 
justifiably been described as a “scorched earth” policy. 


The Republican Party rejects this approach. Where the 
Democrats seek the further political isolation of South 
Africa, the Republicans seek continuing interaction with 
South Africans; where the Democrats want to destroy the 
South African economy, the Republicans want to see the 
economy grow and expand. 


The Republicans believe that further sanctions will harm 
black South Africans. They also believe that the stronger 
the economic muscle of blacks, the greater will be black 
political progress. Thus, a Republican administration 
will, as in the past, work for black economic and political 
advancement in South Africa. 


Whether the American voters elect Mr Dukakis or Mr 
Bush as their next president, there is likely to be an 
intensification of the pressure on South Africa. What is 
certain is that the impact on South African/United States 
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relations—and the further decline in American influence 
in South Africa—will be greater under a Democratic 
administration than under a Republican president. 


Van der Merwe Says SWAPO Government ‘Acceptable’ 
MB1208132188 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 12 Aug 88 p 1 


{Text} A SWAPO government in Namibia would be 
acceptable to SA if the Cubans left Angola, Information 
Minister Stoffel van der Merwe said yesterday. 


His statement follows 10 years of negotiations during which 
SA has been accused of delaying an international settlement 
because it feared a SWAPO victory in UN-supervised 
elections in terms of the 1978 UN Resolution 435. 


Asked if there had been a change of attitude, Van der 
Merwe said SA could not have accepted a SWAPO gov- 
ernment with Cuban troops at the territory’s back door. 


However, SA could see its way to accepting a SWAPO 
government once the Cuban threat had been removed. 


“SA is not selling out. When the Cubans go home it will 
not be worth continuing the war if the only objective is to 
replace Same Nujoma with Dirk Mudge.” 


Van der Merwe acknowledged his view’s could invite 
reaction from conservatives. 


“But not even rightwingers are prepared to expose their 
children to a war if there is nothing crucial at stake.” 


He said SA’s presence in Angola in the past was justified 
because by fighting the Cubans, SA was fighting a Soviet 
surrogate. The change of political and diplomatic per- 
ceptions in the Soviet Union had played an important 
role in getting agreement on a Cuban troop withdrawal. 


The agreement on a period for the withdrawal is the 
main issue to be thrashed out at the next round of peace 
talks on August 22. 


SAPA reported yesterday that security forces opened fire 
on a vehicle, wounding seven of its occupants, near 
Nkongo in northern Namibia on Tuesday night. The 
driver of the vehicle allegedly contravened the dusk-to- 
dawn curfew in the area. 


The SWA Territory Force (SWATF) said a member of 
the security forces tried to wave down the vehicle but the 
driver sped on and security forces opened fire. 


The seven were taken to a military medical facility where 
surgeons operated on four of them. 


The SWATF appealed to civilians in Ovambo to obey 
the curfew in operation from 30 minutes after sunset to 
30 minutes before sunrise. 
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Comments ‘Incorrectly Reported’ 
MB1208132888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1258 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Aug 12, SAPA—It would be inappropri- 
ate to comment on the acceptability of any future 
government in SWA/Namibia, Minister of Information 
Stoffel van der Merwe said today. 


Reacting to a BUSINESS DAY report headlined 
“SWAPO Government in Namibia Acceptable to SA” 
the minister said his conversation with the press had 
been incorrectly reported as centering around “‘one of 
the three parties involved in the situation.” 


BUSINESS DAY this morning quoted him as saying: 
“South Africa is not selling out. When the Cubans go 
home it will not be worth continuing the war if the only 
objective is to replace (SWAPO leader) Sam Nujoma 
with (transitional cabinet leader) Dirk Mudge.” 


“The South African Government does not prescribe to 
the people of South West Africa how to run their 
affairs,” Mr van der Merwe told SAPA today in a 
statement from Pretoria. 


“The road for South West Africa has long and compli- 
cated negotiations ahead. Before resolution 435 can be 
implemented the United Nations will have to prove its 
impartiality. All hostilities, including terror and intimi- 
dation, will have to cease.” 


He added Cuban troop withdrawal and funding of the 
independence process would have to be “clarified.” 


The requirement that the Namibian administrator-gen- 
eral act as head of state and a UN representative be 
present to monitor the process added to this would make 
it “inappropriate” to comment on the acceptability of 
any government, Mr van der Merwe said. 


Angolan ‘Air Superiority’ Takes ‘Big Knock’ 
MB1208204988 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 12 Aug 88 p 9 


[Text] Angola’s claim of air superiority over South 
Africa has taken a big knock after the Angolan admission 
that it shot down the Botswana presidential jet, accord- 
ing to Pretoria sources. 


They pointed out yesterday that this was the second time 
within months that a “friendly” aircraft had been mis- 
takenly shot by forces in Angola. 


Two months ago, the Cuban forces had to admit that 
they had shot down one of their own transport aircraft in 
southern Angola. 
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The sources said the admission by the Angolan Govern- 
ment that one of its own aircraft had shot down Presi- 
dent Quett Masire’s BAE 125-800 jet while en route to 
Luanda—on a cleared international route—proved that 
the expression “air superiority” was at best a relative 
term. 


They pointed more specifically to comments made only 
a month ago by the Chief of the SA Air Force, Lieut- 
General Jan van Loggerenberg, at a wings parade at 
Dunnottar Air Base. 


In his address, Gen Van Loggerenberg addressed the 
Angolan air superiority claims and made it clear that a 
dense and sophisticated network of radars and misiles— 
with advanced aircraft guarding the skies—did not guar- 
antee immunity from attack by enemy aircraft. 


Clearly, said the Pretoria sources, it was equally true that 
such tracking hardware in the wrong hands, could be 
lethal for friendly aircraft. 


Gen Van Loggerenberg said South African aircraft, despite 
the sophisticated equipment in Angola, had recently suc- 
cessfully attacked a SWAPO base at Lubango. 


He said: “It should also be borne in mind that an 
efficient command and control system is required once 
aerial combat is joined, if you are not to shoot down your 
own aircraft.” 


Gen Van Loggerenberg expressed confidence in the 
Atlas-developed Cheetah fighter, and said it was consid- 
erably more than a face-lifted Mirage III. 


Government Threatens To Expel Argentine Consul 
MB1308 100388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1002 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 13 SAPA—South Africa would expel 
Argentina’s consul unless Argentina reconsidered its 
decision to expel South Africa’s consul, the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said today. 


He said in a statement from Vienna that South Africa 
had been left with no choice but to request the Argen- 
tinian consul to South Africa, Mr H.R. Basso, to leave 
the country within the same period the South African 
consul, Mr Dirk de Wet, had been given to leave Argen- 
tina—unless Argentina reconsidered its decision. 


Mr de Wet, the deputy leader in the House of Represen- 
tatives, Mr Miley Richards, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, deputy chief director of communication plan- 
ning, Dr Gerrit Olivier and the mayor of Mamelodi, Mr 
Bennet Ndlazi, were asked by the Argentinian Govern- 
ment to leave the country after addressing an “invite 
only” meeting. Mr de Wet was given 20 to 30 days to 
leave. The others have already left. 
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Mr Botha said today he had instructed his department to 
summon Mr Basso and to tell him that Argentina's 
action against Mr de Wet had been unreasonable and 
unjustifiable. 


“If a South African representative abroad does not even 
have the right to invite guests to be briefed on South 
Africa, then such representation is meaningless,” said 
Mr Botha. 


Mr Botha had been fully briefed on the diplomatic crisis 
in Vienna, where he is based for talks on nuclear matters. 


Foreign Ministry Statement 
MB1508115088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1034 GMT 15 Aug 88 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 15 SAPA—The SA Department of 
Foreign Affairs said in a statement in Pretoria today it 
had no alternative but to request the Argentinian consul, 
Mr H.R. Basso, to leave South Africa unless Argentina 
decided to reconsider its decision on South Africa's 
consul in Buenos Aires. The South African consul to 
Argentina, Mr Chris de Wet, was informed last Saturday 
that he was being given two to three weeks to leave the 
country. 


The statement from Pretoria said: “After having been 
fully briefed about the circumstances surrounding the 
South African consul in Buenos Aires, the minister of 
foreign affairs, who is currently in Vienna for talks about 
nuclear issues, requested his department to call in the 
Argentinian Consul and inform him that his govern- 
ment’s action against Mr de Wet was unreasonable and 
unjustifiable. 


“If South African representatives abroad do not even 
have the right to invite gucsts to be brought up to date 
about events in South Africa, then such representation 
becomes meaningless. Consequently the South African 
Government has no alternative but to request the Argen- 
tinian Consul, Mr H.R. Basso, to leave South Africa 
within the same period allotted to Mr de Wet for his 
departure, unless Argentina decides to reconsider its 
decision.” 


Embassy in UK Protests BBC Political Program 
MB1208210388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
10858 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] London, Aug, 12, SAPA—The South African 
Government tonight strongly attacked a BBC television 
programme in which allegations were made that Pretoria 
was involved in the killing of political opponents. 


The half-hour programme featured a series of interviews 
with families and associates of South African “political 
activists” who have been killed during the past '0 years. 
starting with Dr Rick Turner, a banned political science 
lecturer at the University of Natal, who was shot dead in 
1978. 
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The South African Embassy in London reacted swiftly to 
the programme with a statement saying: “In the weekly 
feature Ebony (a programme we understand is for blacks 
in Britain produced by blacks) the BBC tonight contin- 
ued what can only be seen as a propaganda vendetta 
against South Africa by screening an inaccurate and 
unbalanced programme on the deaths of members of the 
ANC and allied organisations, such as the UDF. 


“As in the past the BBC has again shown a programme 
on South Africa which falls short of acceptable standards 
through failing to give the proper context. 


“There is a naive acceptance of ANC and UDF tnembers 
as injured innocents and the timing of the programme ts 
presumably not unrelated to recent criticisms in this 
country and elsewhere of blatant ANC advocacy of 
violence. 


“The programme failed to draw attention to the intense 
internecine conflict existing between different factions 
within the ANC and its supporters which, in the view of 
serious and informed commentators, is the most likely 
cause of the events mentioned in the programme. 


“The programme also omitted any reference to the 
ANC’s policy of attempting to render South Africa 
ungovernable by the violent elimination of moderate 
black leadership. 


“There is no mention of the grim fate at the hands of the 
ANC and their surrogates of blacks who have opposed 11, 
such as the violent deaths of many black community 
leaders, including Mayor Diamini in Sharpeville, Coun- 
cillor Knini and family in the Eastern Cape and Mr 
Hlapani, the latter gunned down by an ANC hit squad 
after he had given evidence against the ANC at a Senate 
sub-committee hearing in Washington, and the harras- 
sment of Mayor Linde and family in the Eastern Cape 
whose house has been burned down. 


“We did not see any emotional images of these familie: 
in the programme, nor did we see pictures which exist of 
the victims of kangaroo courts run by radicals. 


“The excuse of the BBC that scenes of violence should 
not be shown appears to be applied selectively. 


“Of interest is the fact that the only London newspaper 
which carried a comprehensive preview of the documen- 
tary was the communist MORNING STAR.” 


Mr Craig Williamson, a former South African Secret 
Service agent who is now a member of the president's 
council, said the allegations made in the programme 
were completely unsubstantiated. 


He was asked in an interview by satellite from Cape 
Town at the end of the programme whether the state was 
invoived in any way in the killings. 
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He said: “Absolutely not. You know the type of accusa- 
tions that have apparently been made in this film are 
completely unsubstantiated, absolutely without any 
shred of evidence. 


“To make an allegation for example that because a police 
helicopter was seen flying over somebody's house the 
state had something to do with his murder 1s absurd and 
I think most of your viewers will see it as such.” 


Mr Williamson said it was very easy to make unsubstan- 
tiated allegations. 


“But as far as the security police and security forces in 
general are concerned I can assure you that it is absolute 
policy on behalf of the South African Government to 
ensure that anybody who takes part in any illegal action 
against detainees or any other person in this country is 
absolutely prosecuted. 


“It doesn't matter in South Africa whether you are a 
policeman, soldier or an ordinary member of the pub- 
lic—if you commit a crime you are prosecuted. And we 
have had many examples of that.” 


The interviewer asked why none of the killers or attack- 
ers involved in the cases cited in the programme had 
been brought to justice. 


Mr Williamson replied: “Well then I can equally ask you 
about the list of sectarian murders that I have here in 
front of me—580 of them—which have taken place since 
1969 in Britain, particularly in Northern Ireland. 


“Eighty per cent of them have not yet been solved. 


“The difficulty of solving a political or sectarian murder 
must not be underestimated.” 


Mr Williamson said the South African Government 
reserved the right to pursue terrorists who killed and 
maimed women and children in the Republic. 


“People who bomb, kill and maim innocent civilians in 
South Africa have declared war against the state and we 
will take action against them. 


“But where we take action against these people, the 
South African Government admits it. 


“We do not get involved in secret assassinations or cloak 
and dagger activity. 


“Every time we have taken action against the ANC 
outside South Africa’s borders we have openly admitted 
it, and that is our policy.” 


The BBC programme featured an interview with Dr 
Turner's mother, Mrs Jane Turner, 80, who said: “I 
definitely think that the government was responsible.” 
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One of the killings dealt with in the programme was that 
of ANC official Dulcie September who was killed in 
Paris last September. 


The BBC also interviewed Albie Sachs, the white ANC 
member who was injured in a car bomb attack. 


SADF Confirms Botswana Secrrity Fence Plan 
MB1308110588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
10859 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Pretoria Aug | 3 SAPA—South Africa is to build a 
24km security fence along the Botswana border— 
believed to be a direct result of recent clashes between 
South African security forces and Pan Africanist Con- 
gress and African National Congress insurgents. 


A spokesman for the SADF confirmed that tenders have 
been invited for the erection of a 24km-long security 
fence at the Pontdrif Border Post in north western 
Transvaal. 


Tenders were also invited for the supply and installation 
of electric and electronic equipment along the fence. The 
most recent clash along the Botswana border occurred 
last Monday, when SA Police Constable Nick Claasen 
and an insurgent died in a firefight in the Tom Burke 
district. 


Nelson Mandela Hospitalized for Lung Ailment 
MB1 308085388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0848 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 13 SAPA—Jailed ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela is being treated at Cape Town's Tyger- 
berg Hospital for fluid around the lung, the hospita: 's 
medical superintendent, Dr J.G.L. Strauss, told SAPA 
today. 


Dr Strauss said Mr Mandela was admitted to the hospital 
yesterday, where he is undergoing medical tests for a 
“left-sided pleural effusion.” 


“At present he is comfortable and in a satisfactory 
condition,” Dr Strauss said. Any further medical bulle- 
tins from the hospital on Mr Mandela's condition will be 
issued through SAPA, the doctor added. 


Reported ‘In Good Shape’ 
MB1308172888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1726 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town, August 13, SAPA—Jailed ANC 
leader, Nelson Mandela, who was admitted to Tygerberg 
Hospital last night suffering from fluid around the lung. 
is “in good shape” and in no pain, the hospital's medica! 
superintendent, Dr J.G.L. Strauss, told SAPA tonight 


Dr Strauss said Mandela told him this afternoon that 
was “feeling all right.” 
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However, the superintendent refused to disclose any 
details of the diagnosis. 


The 70-year-old leader was transferred from Pollsmoor 
Prison to the Tygerberg Hospital near Parow at 9 pm last 
night. 


He 1s being treated for a “left-sided pleural effusion,” 
according to Dr Strauss, who would not say how long 
Mandela was expected to remain in hospital. 


Meanwhile, Mandela's Wife, Winnie, arrived at Jan 
Smuts Airport in Johannesburg at 6:30 pm this evening 
after visiting her sick husband. 


A spokesman for the prison services in Pretoria con- 
firmed that visits from immediate family members were 
allowed. 


Physicians Await Test Results 
MB1408042288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2121 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 13 SAPA—Indications are that 
Nelson Mandela is suffering from an inflammatory con- 
dition of the pleura, superintendent of Tygerberg Hospi- 
tal, Dr J.G.L. Strauss, confirmed tonight. 


In a bulletin to SAPA Dr Strauss said Mandela was being 
specifically treated for the condition. Further test results 
were awaited to verify the diagnosis and the leader's 
condition was still satisfactory, he said. 


‘No Evidence of Malignancy’ 
M{B 1408101688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1014 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town Aug |4 SAPA—Medical examination 
on ANC leader Nelson Mandela has “revealed no evi- 
dence of malignancy,”’ Dr J.G.L. Strauss, superintendent 
of the Tygerberg Hospital, said this morning. 


He Told SAPA by telephone: “Histological examination 
revealed no evidence of malignancy,” but “only a 
chronic inflammatory condition of the pleura.” 


Here is the full statement by Dr Strauss: 


“On 13.8.88 at 11.30 am, a brown broncoscopy as well as 
a thoracoscopy with pleural biopsy and drainage was 
performed on Mr Mandela. 


“Histological examination revealed no evidence of malig- 
nancy. Only a chronic inflammatory condition of the 
pleura. He is at present receiving appropriate medical 
treatment for this infection. Mr Mandela is responding to 
treatment. He is without pain or discomfort and has shown 
a noticeable improvement since his admission.” 


1S 
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Minister Assures ‘Best’ Care 
MB1408 131488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1256 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 14, SAPA—Minister of 
National Health, Dr Willie van Niekerk, said one could 
acept that ANC leader Nelson Mandela was receiving 
the best possible treatment at the Tygerberg Hospital, 
SABC radio news reports. 


He pointed out that the hospital was one of the most 
modern training hospitals in the country. He added the 
lung unit, headed by Prof Attie de Kock, compared with 
the best in the world. 


Responding to Treatment 
MB1508070788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0705 GMT 15 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 15 SAPA—Neison Mandela was 
still responding well to treatment and his condition was 
described as “no change and very satisfactory” by a 
hospital spokesman today. Dr J.C.L. Strauss, medical 
superintendent at Tygerberg Hospital, said no further 
bulletins would be issued unless there was a change in 
Mandela's condition. He is being treated for an inflamed 
left lung. 


He said through the hospital's public relations officer 
that he had nothing to add to the previous bulletin, 
which gave his condition as “more than satisfactory” 
and in which Dr Strauss said Mandela is without pain or 
discomfort. He was unable to say how long Mandela 
would have to remain in hospital. 


Mandela marked his 70th birthday in Pollsmoor Prison 
this month. He was jailed for life in 1964 when he was 
convicted of sabotage. His wife Winnie and his daughter 
Zinzi visited him in hospital on Saiurday. He was 
admitted on Friday. 


Explosion Hits Johannesburg Shopping Center 


One Injury 
MB1308101588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1013 GMT 13 Aug 88 


Reported 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug |3 SAPA—One person was 
injured when an explosion npped through the Hyde Park 
Shopping Centre in Johannesburg at 11.35 am, police 
said. Capt Pierre Louw, a police liaison officer for the 
Witwatersrand, said the centre had been evacuated and 
police were searching for further devices. He said one 
black man was slightly injured. 


Capt Louw said further details would be made available 
later today. 
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Viok Blames ANC 
\M1B1308174288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1740 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 13, SAPA—Indications were 
that the ANC was responsible for the blast at Hyde Park 
Corner Shopping Centre in Randburg, north of Johan- 
nesburg, today in which three people were injured, the 
minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, said in a 
statement. 


He expressed his appreciation for those who had noticed 
the limpet mine in good time and took action to protect 
the public. 


“This has prevented extensive loss of life and the South 
African Police plans to reward them fittingly,” he said. 


“The limpet mine was of Russian origin and identical to 
similar mines used recently by ANC terrorists,” he said. 


“All indications are that the ANC was responsible for 
this dastardly deed.” 


“It is significant that, even people who are sympathetic 
to the ANC find it difficult to remain silent about these 
senseless attacks on defenceless people who, without fail, 
include women and children,” Mr Viok said. 


Some of these people, however, try to exonerate the ANC 
instead of “honestly condemning this repulsive actions 
of the ANC.” 


“The SA Police is doing everything possible to solve this 
crime and, with the cooperation of the public—as has 
happened today—ihe evil plans of the ANC can be 
thwarted.” 


Two Injured in Pinetown Explosion 12 Aug 
MB1208193988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1938 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] Pinetown Aug |2 SAPA—Residents reported an 
explosion in the centre of Pinetown at 8 pm and indica- 
tions were that two people had been injured. 


Du Plessis Announces ‘Sweeping’ Economic Measures 
MB1208153588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1529GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 12 SAPA—A sweeping range of 
government measures to stabilise the economy including 
tightened hire purchase sales conditions, increased sur- 
charges on imported goods, and the tightening of 
exchange controls were announced in Pretoria today. 


Some of the measures will already come into effect 
tomorrow. 
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The announcement was made jointly by the minister of 
finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, and the acting minister of 
economic affairs and technology, Dr Dawie de Villiers, 
at a news conference in Pretoria. 


Hire purchase [HP] conditions on a range of gouds. 
including electrical and photographic equipment, video 
systems, and commercial vehicles, will be tightened from 
tomorrow. 


HP conditions for furniture and motor cars will remain 
unchanged. 


Details on the HP measures will be announced in an 
extraordinary Government Gazette tomorrow. 


The ministers said the raising of deposits und shortening 
of the repayment period were aimed particularly at 
reducing sales of goods with a high import content. 


The government also decided to raise the import duty on 
assembled motor cars from 100 percent to 110 percent, 
and the import duty on certain motor car coinponents by 
three percent. 


The current surcharge of 10 percent on a wide range of 
imported products will be replaced on Monday by a 
differentiated scale running from 0 to 60 percent. 


Goods to be zero-rated include agricultural imports, 
certain foods, and manufacturing industry inputs. 


The surcharge on capital goods will be 20 percent. 


The statement said emigrants who siill own blocked 
assets in South Africa may at present freely transfer 
abroad the full return earned on these assets via the 
commercial rand system. 


“It has now been decided to limit this to R300 000 per 
annum. 


“Any additional transfers of income must be effected via 
the financial rand system and only with the approval of 
the exchange control authorities.” 


Details would be furnished by the reserve bank. 


The ministers said if consumers reacted positively to 
these measures by curtailing their spending, particularly 
on credit, it would avoid “further and more painful 
steps.” 


They also called on banks to scale down their advertising 
of credit facilities. 


The steps had been necessitated by high domestic expen- 
diture, which placed pressure on interest rates and also 
led to higher imports. 
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Comments on ‘Selective’ Changes 
MB1208162888 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Interview with Finance Minister Barend du Plessis by 
economic editor Jerry Schuitema; date, place not 
given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] The minister of finance, Mr 
Barend du Plessis, has announced a number of stringent 
measures aimed at cooling the economy today. Buying 
on hire-purchase is going to be more difficult, while a 
variety of new duties and surcharges on imports are to be 
introduced. [passage omitted] 


[Du Plessis] Since 5 May, when we last adjusted them, 
the level of expenditure, the level of private consump- 
tion in South Africa has not nearly come down to the 
levels which this country can afford, which means that 
demand for credit is excessive, and at the same time the 
excessive level of purchases places a very high strain on 
our imports, and in the process we are losing very 
valuable foreign exchange which we need at this time. 


{Schuitema] The growth rate in the last quarter was 
much lower than most people had expected. Isn't this a 
process of overkill? 


[Du Plessis] I think the measures can be described as 
very selective, rather mild, except in those cases where 
we address imports that are really not necessary, and it is 
clear that we are receiving extremely carefully and that 
we do not want to overkill, but there is no question that 
we had to support the interest rate side of the measures 
that have already been in operation now for 2 weeks. We 
must support it also by addressing the demand side and 
making it a bit more difficult to spend. 


Discusses State of Economy 
41B1208193888 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1838 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Studio interview with Finance Minister Barend du 
Plessis by economic editor Jerry Schuitema on the 
“Network” program on 12 August—recorded] 


[Text] [Schuitema] Minister, welcome to Network. If one 
looks at your announcement and the petrol price 
increase, isn't the economy in a much worse state than 
we think? Why this action? 


[Du Plessis] People are spending too much money, and if 
people think all is well, they spend too much. Credit 
purchasing is too high. The economy is beginning to 
suffer because of the high spending rate. We cannot 
afford this high state of spending at this stage because of 
the high level of credit financing—people are creating 
too much credit. This creates a high demand for goods in 
the interior. People buy too many imported goods or 
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goods with a high import content. This pressures our 
balance of payments, and if we do not act now and ask 
our people to curb their spending, the situation is going 
to get worse. 


[Schuitema] | think John Citizen will say that, seeing 
there was no salary increase in the civil service, he is 
forced to buy on credit and that he alone is not to blame 
for the high credit-purchasing. 


{Du Plessis] Any developed country—a large part of our 
country that has a well-developed economy and others 
sectors in the country—must make use of credit, but the 
credit level has overtaken the !cvel of survival credit, if 
one puts it that way. Too many luxury goods are being 


bought. 


You can see clearly in the package that we are not 
making it difficult for John Citizen to acquire necessi- 
ties, but rather goods that are luxuries. If he has the 
money to buy them, well and good. But if he has to buy 
it on credit, then he should know he will have to pay 4 
little more. We have enjoyed prosperity for some timc 
now, and South Africa is in a difficult situation. We mus! 
note the reality. It has become necessary to cool the 
economy and not to kill it. 


[Schuiterna] Interest rates have been increased three 
times since March. Were we supposed to wait until those 
measures, which were incurred by additiona! costs to the 
debt, worked through before additional rnewsures were 
introduced? 


[Du Plessis} We cannot rely solely on interest rates to 
cool the economy. Absolutely not. That's why we have to 
support it with other direct measures. We should also 
remember that we have give this year more than 1.2 
billion rand as a tax deficit. The married women wili this 
year pay 503 million rand less, those who earned less 
than 20,000 rand compared to last year. There is also a 
considerable tax deficit in ordinary income and personal 
income tax. lt means things are not bad for you and 
somel.dy else. Honestly, the fact that interest rates have 
increased will take a little of this further buying power, 
but I think if you consider getting a little tax relief and 
having the choice not to buy certain items, then it is not 
suppose to be so bad for him. As I said, the measures that 
affected us thus far, including the last interest rate 
increase, did not have the necessary effect on us. We 
appeal to our people to cooperate with us to keep the 
buying pressure under control. You are talking of inter- 
est rates. In England it was necessary to cut the interest 
rate seven times by ‘2 percent over a period of 8 weeks. 


{[Schuitema] When you look at it, you have just said 
economic growth is reasonably strong. But in the last 
quarter, the latest quarter, (7it was a level of 1.5 percent 
annual rate). This is certainly inadequate. Is this not 
proof that the economy is cooling very fast? 
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[Du Plessis] Yes, the economy is cooling but the credit 
level is stall very high, despite the fact that a lower growth 
rate was indicated in the second quarter. We should view 
this on the long-term and on zn annual basis. The money 
supply grows. In other words, creating credits is still 
occurring too fast, and we cannot rely on an expectation 
that in the third quarter the growth rate would be low. 
We should take moderate measures like what we have 
done now. 


{Schuitema] It seems interest rates have increased world- 
wide. Are our interest rates on a realistic level, given the 
inflation rate? 


[Du Plessis] Given the inflation rate, yes. If one subtracts 
the inflation rate from our interest rates then our interest 
rates, compared to other countries, are reasonably low in 
certain respects, even if you have to substract their very 
low inflatior rates from their interest rates. The tragedy 
is that it is still a high interest rate to pay in nominal 
terms. We are realizing very well the damage it is causing 
on deb: already incurred. That is why we want to do 
everything in our power to control the increase in 
interest rates. But we cannot control it from our side if 
the public is not cooperating with us. Thus, the message 
is buy less now, especially, buy less on credit, then we can 
prevent the repetition of these measures. 


[Schuitema] To obtain a hire-purchase agreement is one 
thing, but banks, you must agree, are creating credit, 
thereby making financing freely available io the public. 
Isn't that a problem? Should a message not be directed at 
financial institutions? 


[Du Plessis] Absolutely. We know that when one pays 
too much for a hire-purchase transaction they turn to an 
overdraft. Therefore, the accommodation policy of the 
reserve, as opposed to that of the banks giving credit, is 
very strict, and the Reserve Bank governor has made a 
strong appeal to banks recentl) to stop advertising credit 
so that people are not encouraged to obtain credit. 


We emphasize in our announcement today that banks 
should cooperate and stop offering so much credit. They 
should be selective because a developing country cannot 
live without credit. Banks should encourage limited 
credit in the best interests of South Africa's economy. 


[Schuitema] If one looks at the import measures, is it not 
inflationary to increase the cost of imports? 


[Du Plessis] Yes, if the imports are still obtainable. We 
would be sorry if the Treasury made money from the 
high rate over taxation because it will mean that for 
every rand of overtaxation that we receive, money would 
have left the country, and that means a costly foreign 
exchange. We do not want to try and create a success 
with this high taxation. We do not want people to have to 
pay it. We want them to be shocked into postponing their 
purchases. That is what we have in mind. We do not 
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want them to pay more but rather to pay nothing by 
postponing the purchases until the economy has cooled 
down and things return to normal. 


[Schuitema] If one looks at the real problems, does the 
answer not lie in restoring South Africa’s name as a 
creditworthy country internationally? What should one 
do? 


[Du Plessis] It has nothing to do with creditworthiness. 
Banks would very much like to do business with us. 
When we talk of South Africa's foreign credit, then the 
central government has a minimal part of that credit. 
The public sector has less than half—the rest is private 
sector credit. If it was not for all sorts of international 
dolitical actions against us, we would have no problems 
obtaining international funding. We have become a 
capital export country. We are very creditworthy 
because, despite our problems, we are able to fulfill our 
obligations. 


{Schuitema] Minister, thank you. 


Court Refuses Criminal’s Move To Appeal 
MB1508092988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0910 GMT 15 Aug 88 


[Text] Bloemfontein Aug 15 SAPA—The Appeals Court 
in Bloemfontein has refused the former head of the East 
Rand murder and robbery squad, Hendrik Johannes la 
Grange, leave to appeal against his conviction and 
double death sentence for two murders and 10-year jail 
sentence for attempted murder. The court also refused 
Robert Edmundt van der Merwe, of Klipriver, who was 
a sergeant attached to the Brixton murder and robbery 
squad, leave to appeal against his similar convictions 
and sentences. 


They were convicted of murdering Mr Bennie Alex Ogle 
at Ennerdale on September 28, 1987, and Mr Peter 
Godfrey Pillay at Riverlea on October 4, 1987. The 
attempted murder was on Mr Ernest Molokoane at 
Mapeta, Soweto, on September 29, 1987. The two men 
were convicted by Mr Acting Justice Irving Steyn in the 
Witwatersrand local Supreme Court on March 30, 1988, 
and were sentenced the next day. 


Botha Says State Medical Services Too “ostly 
MB1308121988 Johannesburg Domestic 
in English 1100 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The state president, Mr P. W. Botha, says South 
Africa has reached the stage where the state can no 
longer finance the costs of supplying medical services at 
the prevailing rate at which such services are increasing. 
Mr Botha, who performed the official opening of the 
(Nu-Med) Hospital in Pretoria, said available resources 
would have to be used more effectively and the author- 
ities would have to scale down their contribution to 
health services. 
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He said that the building of new hospitals by the state 
would take place with greater circumspection in future. 
President Botha added that the private sector would 
have to assume responsibility for this, together with the 
state. He said that much could be achieved if privatiza- 
tion could help keep hospital and health services within 
bounds, and at least provide primary services for all. 


Viok Says SADF Has Few Problems With Objectors 
MB1308164088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1039 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Aug 13, SAPA—The SADF experienced 
very little problems with conscientious objectors, the 
Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, told a 
religious youth congregation in Pretoria tonight. 


The youngsters who objected to national service were so 
few that they made headlines when they refused their 
call-up, he said. 


The calibre of young men who joined the security forces 
was remarkable, Mr Viok said, adding that “our young 
people in uniform are part of our solution for a bright 
future.” 


He spoke at a youth meeting of the “Lede in Christus 
Gemeentes” [Members in Christ's Congregation]. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


WEEKLY MAIL Carries ANC Constitution 
MB1208111888 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 12-18 Aug 88 p 8 


[Text] The full text of the “Constitutional Guidelines for 
Democratic South Africa’: 


The State 


(A) South Africa shall be an independent, unitary, dem- 
ocratic and non-racial state. 


(B) Sovereignty shall belong to the people as a whole and 
shall be exercised through one central legislature, execu- 
tive, judiciary and administration. Provision shall be 
made for the delegation of the powers of the central 
authority to subordinate administrative units for pur- 
poses of more efficient administration and democratic 
participation. 


(C) The Institution of hereditary rulers and chiefs shall 
be transformed to serve the interests of the people as a 
whole in conformity with the democratic principles 
embodied in the constitution. 


(D) All organs of government, including justice, security 
and Armed Forces, shall be representative of the people as 
a whole democratic in their structure and functioning, and 
dedicated to defending the principles of the Constitution. 
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Franchise 


(E) In the exercise of their sovereignty, the people shail 
have the right to vote under a system of universal 
suffrage based on the principie of one person/one vote. 


(F) Every voter shall have the right to stand for election 
and ‘o be elected to all legislative bodies. 


National Identity 


(G) It shall be state policy to promoie the growth of a single 
national identity and loyalty binding on all South Africans. 
At the same time, the state shall recognise the linguistic 
and cultural diversity of the people and provide facilities 
for free linguistic and cultural development. 


Bill of Rights and Affirmative Action 


(H) The Constitution shall include a Bill of Rights based 
on the Freedom Charter. Such a Bill of Rights shall 
guarantee the fundamental human rights of all citizens, 
irrespective of race, colour, sex or creed, and shall 
provide appropriate mechanisms for their protection 
and enforcement. 


(1) The state and all social institutions shall be under 
constitutional duty to eradicate race discrimination in 
all its forms. 


(J) The state and all social institutions shall be under a 
constitutional duty to take active steps to eradicate, 
speedily, the economic and social inequalities produced 
by racial discrimination. 


(K) The advocacy or practice of racism, fascism, nazism or 
the incitement of ethnic or regional exclusiveness or hatred 
shall be outlawed. 


(L) Subject to clauses (1) and (K) above, the democratic 
state shall guarantee the basic rights and freedoms, such as 
freedom of association, thought, worship and the press. 


Furthermore, the state shall have the duty to protect the 
right to work and guarantee the right to education and 
social security. 


(M) All parties which conform to the provision of (I) to 
(K) above shall have the legal right to exist and to take 
part in the political life of the country. 


Economy 


(N) The state shall ensure that the entire economy serves 
the interests and well-being of the entire population. 


(O) The state shall have the right to determine the 
general context in which economic life takes place and 
define and limit the rights and obligations attaching to 
the ownership and use of productive capacity. 


FBIS-AFR-88-157 
15 August 1988 


(P) The private sector of the economy shall be obliged to 
cooperate with the state in realising the objectives of the 
Freedom Charter in promoting social well-being. 


(Q) The economy shall be a mixed one, with a public 
sector, a private sector, a co-operative sector and a 
small-scale family sector. 


(R) Co-operative forms of economic enterprise, village 
industries and small scale family activities shall be 
supported by the state. 


(S) The state shall promote the acquisition of manage- 
ment, technical and scientific skills among all sections of 
the population, especially the blacks. 


(T) Property for personal use and consumption shall be 
constitutionally protected. 


Land 


(U) The state shall devise and implement a land reform 
programme that will include and address the following 
issue: 


—Apbolition of all racial restrictions on ownership and 
use of land. 


—Implementation of land reform in conformity with the 
principle of affirmative action, taking into account the 
status of victims of forced removals. 


Workers 


(V) A charter protecting workers’ trade union rights, 
especially the right to strike and collective bargaining, 
shall be incorporated into the Constitution. 


Women 


(W) Women shall have equal rights in all spheres of 
public and private life and the state shall take affirmative 
action to eliminate inequalities and discrimination 
between the sexes. 


The Family 


(X) The family, parenthood and childrens’ rights shall be 
protected. 


International 


(Y) South Africa shall be a non-aligned state committed 
to the principles of the the Charter of the OAU and the 
Charter of the UN and to the achievement of national 
liberation, world peace and disarmament. 
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Dakar Conference To Discuss ANC Guidelines 
MB12081 13488 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY /MAIL 
in English 12-18 Aug 88 p 1 


[Text] The ANC’s new constitutional guidelines will be 
discussed next month at a major conference in Dakar, 
Senegal, according to reports from London. 


The journal FRONTFILE claims a “Dakar II" gathering 
is scheduled to take piace exactly a year after the confer- 
ence in the same city which saw a delegation from South 
Africa—including many white Afrikaaners—met offi- 
cials of the African National Congress. 


This year’s conference, it is said, will be “much wider- 
ranging” in terms of participation, but the composition 
of delegations is not specified. “Dakar II” is the result of 
an agreement signed by the Institute for a Democratic 
Alternative in South Africa (IDASA) and the African 
Jurists’ Association (AJA) in Paris on February 20, 
according to FRONTFILE. 


IDASA will apparently take part in the conference, titled 
“Institutional Development Democracy in Africa”. 
South African issues will not be dealt with exclusively— 
but the ANC’s new constitutional guidelines will form a 


major part of the programme. 


Buthelezi Fears Future ANC-Inkatha ‘Civil War’ 
MB1308090688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0836 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] Ulundi Aug 13 SAPA—Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
warned today that if the current conflict between the 
ANC/UDF/COSATU alliance and Inkatha were not 
resolved, South Africa could face worse civil war than 
those in Angola and Mozambique. 


He said he had conveyed this warning to the British 
Prime Minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, when they met 
in London earlier this month. 


In his presidential address to the Inkatha Youth Bri- 
gade’s annual conference in Ulundi, the Kwazulu chief 
minister said the need for reconciliation between his 
country’s warring black factions had been stressed 
repeatedly to him during recent visits to Europe and 
America. 


“I pointed out that the whole international community is 
today concerned with the P.enamo/Frelimo war in Mozam- 
bique and the UNITA/MPLA war in Angola. If they did 
not help to nip in the bud the conflict that is building up 
between the ANC/UDF/COSATU alliance and Inkatha, 
they might find themselves in a worse situation than the 
Mozambique/Angola conflict situation. 


“This will be bad news for the whole of southern Africa 
because of the extent to which the economy of South 
Africa serves the economic interests of all these 
countries.” 
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Chief Buthelezi said he wanted reconciliation, but the 
ANC-in-exile had not yet pronounced upon the matter 
because it was in a difficult position. 


This was because it had previously said it regarded 
Inkatha as its main enemy and made it clear that ut 
would ban the |.6 million-member movement if 1t could. 
It was well known that the ANC had seni death squads 
with instructions to “kill Buthelezi,” which made 
difficult for it now to do an about-turn and seek recon- 
ciliation with Inkatha. 


“Yet if hey don't, and if they allow this conflict to 
escalate, they will start something which not even the 
grandchiidren of some of those who are safely ensconced 
in foreign lands can ever settle,” Dr Buthelezi said. 


He referred to the inefficacy of the ANC’s externally- 
based armed struggle and said Inkatha had scored major 
victories in the war against apartheid. South Africa 
would have lost Ingwavuma to Swaziland were it not for 
Inkatha, and there would have been a wholly different 
southern African picture if Inkatha had not resisted 


“so-called independence.” 


He did not wish to attack the ANC but had to comment 
on the way in which it emphasised the armed struggle, in 
pursuance of which it had not consulted him or any other 
leader in the country, as more important than the 
democratic struggle. 


“They simply decided by themselves and dictated to me 
and others,” he said. 


“That is not how the old ANC ever worked in all the 
decades of its existence while our black martyrs and 
heroes made their mark on history. I am a product of the 
old ANC and I say to its leadership in exile: be demo- 
cratic or suffer the consequences,” he said. 


Labor Bill's tion Draws Protest 
MB1208102488 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] The employer group SACCOLA [South African 
Consultative Committee on Labour Affairs] says it 
regrets Pretoria’s decision to go ahead and promulgate 
controversial new labor laws on | September. 


Manpower Minister Pietie du Plessis said last night the 
notice regarding the promulgation of the Labor Rela- 
tions Amendment Bill would be published in a govern- 
ment gazette today. 


SACCOLA and two union groupings, NACTU [National 
Council of Trade Unions] and COSATU, are hoping the 
minister will reconsider his decision in the light of their 
joint agreement asking to postpone the promulgation of 
key clauses of the act. 
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De Beers, NUM Reach Wage 
MB1 108152588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1424 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug |! SAPA—An agreement has 
been reached in wage negotiations between De Beers 
Consolidated Mines Limited and the National Union of 
Mineworkers, a mine statement said today. It said the 
two sides had agreed on a 15 per cent increase for the 
NUM represented categories on Debeers’ South African 
Mines and Geology Department. 


In terms of the agreement, the minimum pay of an 
unskilled employee will be R553 per month. The agree- 
ment also provides for improved benefits, including a paid 
holiday on May | and an unpaid holiday on June lo. 


“Although both parties had applied for the establish- 
ment of a conciliation board following the declaration of 
a dispute, the agreement now reached makes the board 
unnecessary,” the statement said. 


Housing Crisis May Raise ‘Black Worker’ Influence 
MB1208110888 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 12-18 Aug 88 p 20 


[“Worm’s Eye View” by Steven Friedman] 


[Text] Can trade unions reshape the geography of the 
townships in the same way as they have changed the 
workplace landscape? 


According to Taffy Adler, a former unionist who now 
conducts research for unions, they certainly intend to try. 


He told the South African Property Owners Association 
last week that unions, who some years ago used their 
muscle to block pensions legislation, would pressure the 
government to place housing on the schedule of pre- 
scribed investments. 


This would encourage pension funds and insurance firms 
to invest in township housing. 


They would also demand that township councils allocate 
housing land according to need, that building plans be 
passed only if workers could afford the planned houses 
and that co-operatives be responsible for building so jobs 
were created. 


And unions would use their power as pension fund 
trustees and workers to force financial institutions to 
lend more generously to workers. 


If unions do take up these issues, at least some township 
residents would be seeking organised control over hous- 
ing decisions. 
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This would have profound political implications. Just as 
unions now wield power over decisions once taken by 
managers alone, so township residents would be influ- 
encing decisions taken by the authorities. 


They would be gaining permanent control over a vital 
aspect of their lives, something township mobilization 
over the past few years has not yet achieved. 


A housing campaign would be significant because black 
home ownership is a key government goal. It sees home 
owners as a force for stability and mass housing as a way 
of reviving the economy. 


But the authorities are trying to impose housing policy 
on their own terms, without giving the people who need 
housing a say in how :t 1s delivered: A campaign would 
challenge this. 


Although ambitious, it would have a reasonable chance 
of success because government housing strategy faces 
severe obstacles—and the union demands which Adler 
predicts offer solutions to some of the most important 
ones. 


A key obstacle to the government's housing goals is its 
insistence that it be provided either by business or by 
township residents. But most residents cannot afford to 
L ild—and can still less afford the houses built by 
private companies. 


One solution is to free part of the billions locked up in 
pension funds and insurance companies. 


But the funds say they cannot allocate money to housing 
unless it is declared a “prescribed” investment—part of 
the 53 percent of their investment which must, by law, be 
invested in a way stipulated by the government. 


A further obstacle is that most banks and building 
societies will only lend housing money if monthly repay- 
ments are no more than 25 percent of the owner's 
income: This prices housing out of the reach of most 
township residents. 


Black local authorities are #’s0 allegedly hampering 
low-cost housing delivery by allocating land to large 
developers who build middle and upper-income housing 
most residents cannot afford. 


These obstacles have ensured home ownership has been 
limited almost entirely to black people who enjoy a 
government or employer housing subsidy because only 
they can afford it. As long as they persist, the govern- 
ment’s goal of mass black home ownership may be 
unattainable. 


So the government—and parts of business—may be 
unable to achieve their housing goals on their own terms 
alone. They may have an incentive to allow residents a 
say in housing decisions. 
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If unions take up these issues, they will also have some 
potentially useful allies. 


Some building societies and private develope’s also want 
pension and insurance money invested ir: black hous- 
ing—one society, the Permanent, argues mass home 
ownership will be impossible unless insurance compa- 
nies help fund it. 


The lending policies of societies have been criticized by 
some developers—and by societies such as the Permia- 
nent—who argue a more flexible approach would be 
feasible. 


Black locai authorities’ housing decisions frusirate offi- 
cial attempts to use housing to create jobs—and anger 
black builders, who lost out on housing contracts to big 
developers. 


Union allies on the issue would be opponents on others. 
But, on each, they would have support from parts of the 
“establishments”. 


One pitfall to union control over housing decisions is 
that they don't represent some key township constituen- 
cies, such as the unemployed. In theory, residents’ 
groups should be seeking control over housing decisions. 


But unions may be the only group able to demand a say 
over housing. They have a freedom to organise and 
mobilise which civic groups are denied and they bargain 
with business, which has the resources to influence 
housing policy. 


They also now have seats on the boards of some pension 
funds whose money can be—and has been—used to 
provide housing. This gives them an obvious lever to 
decide how housing is delivered. 


And while a union campaign might give housing power 
to workers only, it would make it easier for other 
residents to demand it. 


A successful housing campaign would require a different 
style of organization to that often used in the townships: 
Gains are likely to come from negotiation as well as 
mobilisation and from strategic alliances with groups 
often shunned by activists. 


But the pressures on officials housing policies may have 
presented them with an opportunity to use a seemingly 
mundane issue to build organised black worker and 
community influence. 


WEEKLY MAIL Carries ‘Business Barometer’ 
MB1208110788 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 12-18 Aug 88 p 23 

[Business Barometer”) 


[Text] Motor Car Sales 
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New car sales rose by 17,9 percent in July following a 
decline of 5,7 percent in June. Total market sales for 
July—of cars, trucks and light ommercial vehicles— 
were 31,504 units, 10 percent higher than in June, 
according to NAAMSA [National Association of Auto- 
mobiles Manufacture of SA] statistics released this week. 


Inflation: Pensioners 


The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for pensioners showed 
an increase of 12.3 percent for the 12 months to June, 
whereas the inflation rate for all groups in the same 
period was 12,4 percent. The Cape Peninsula was the 
one area where inflation for pensioners at 12.8 percent 
was higher than the rate for all income groups, which was 
12 percent. This is the first time the Central Statistical 
Services has released CPI figures for pensioners, based 
on a 1985 survey and counting as pensioners’ household 
all those where the income ot the head of the household 
from pension money constitutes more than 50 percent of 
total direct household income. The weightings for the 
items comprising the “basket” of goods for these house- 
holds is different: food constitutes 20,3 percent, housing 
38,42 percent, homeowners’ costs 22.69 percent, trans- 
port 9,15 percent, education 0.5! percent. 


Subsistence Levels 


A survey of minimum living levels by the Bureau of 
Market Research, found R452.59 to be the minimum 
monthly income for an African family of six in 1987. 
The highest minimum requirement was in Johannes- 
burg, where the figure was R477.16. The South African 
Labour Statistics 1988, also found a minimum living 
jevel of R408.55 for a “coloured” family of five (based 
on two centres in South Africa) and R418.88 for Indians 
in Durban. A survey by the Institute of Planning 
Research at the University of Port Elizabeth found the 
minimum subsistence level to be RS517.47 for a 
“coloured” family of five in Johannesburg in 1987 to be 
R474.73 for a black family of six. 


13 Aug Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB! 308104988 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


U.S. ‘Hell-Bent’ for Sanctions—Johanresburg THE CIT- 
IZEN in English for 13 Aug attacks the passage of 
sanctions legislation by the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives in its page 6 editorial. “We wonder,” the paper 
ponders, “who the heck the Americans think they are 
that they can play around with our lives as if they have a 
God-given mission to impose their will on us.” “Indeed, 
the U.S. Congressmen who are so hell-bent on imposing 
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new sanctions on South Africa know not what they are 
doing...Not that they care a damn. A country which can 
brutally assault a small country to salve its own con- 
science about its treatment of its own Blacks can never 


accept that it is being hypocritical or dangerous.” 
CAPE TIMES 


ANC Constitutional Guidelines Evaluated—Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 11 August in a page 8 
editorial says, “the ANC’s new constitutional guid: lines, 
calling for a non-racial, multi-party democracy, with a 
mixed ecnomy and entrenched bill of individual mghts, 
are rather more moderate and conciliatory than many 
people might have expected.” “The sad thing is that 
neither the ANC nor the Botha government are prepared 
to negotiate with the other party in present circum- 
stances.” “Meanwhile, there are hawks and doves in the 
ANC and the NP government alike and the hawks are 
setting the tone. For the country’s sake, we may hope 
that leaders who favour talking rather than fighting will 
increasingly take the lead.” 


CITY PRESS 


Black Unity Results Begin To Show—“Unity among 
various black organisations is reaching fruition faster 
than expected. Big business, trade unions, civic associa- 
tions, and students have set the ball rolling and the 
results are beginning to show,” observes Johannesburg 
CITY PRESS in English on 14 August ‘9 a page 6 
editorial. CITY PRESS sees black unity expressed in the 
recent NAFCOC (Nationa: Federated Chamber of Com- 
merce) conference of black businessmen and NAFCOC’s 
choice of KaNgwane Chief Minister Enos Mabuza as 
keynote speaker, and the messages of solidarity delivered 
at a recent NACTU (National Council of Trade Unions) 
congress. “We believe that in order for this unity to 
work, it hes to be put in practice. Black people in this 
country need each other more than ever before.” “We 
will support individuals and organisations who want to 
put unity in action. This is the only weapon left for us to 
survive as a nation under threat.” 


‘What If Masire Died?’—Another editorial on the same 
page addresses the issuc of Botswanan President Quett 
Masire’s piane being downed by an Ange!an fighter and 
asks: “What if Masire died?” “Wouk! the Angolan 
government have admitted responsibility?” “How would 
Mr Masire’s death have affected the Angolan peace 
talks? And how would the Frontline States have 
reacted?” “We ask these questions because we believe 
there is no guarantee that a similar incident will not 
happen again.” “We are sure if Mr Masire had not 
survived, someone, other than the Angolan Government 
would have been blamed for his death.” 
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Burkina Faso 


Floods Render Hundreds Homeless, Destroy Crops 
AB1408212788 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] Reports from Burkina Faso say hundreds of 
people have been left homeless by flooding in the north 
of the country. One of the areas affected is around the 
town of Gorom Gorom. The country is experiencing its 
heaviest rainfall for 10 years and some areas have 
recorded 5 and '2 inches in a day. Cattle are reported to 
have been swept away by the flood waters and crops 
destroyed. Rescue operations have been carried out by 
the government, the Evangelical Church, and Caritas, a 
local Red Cross organization. 


Cape Verde Islands 


Botswana's Masire Stops Over En Route to London 
AB1308 163088 Paris AFP in French 1408 GMT 
13 Aug 88 


[Text] Praia, 13 Aug (AFP)—Botswanan President Quett 
Masire, en route to London to undergo medical tests, 
made a stopover late this morning at Sal Airport (in the 
eastern part of the Cape Verde archipelago.) official 
sources have announced in Praia. Mr Masire was met at 
the airport by Cape Verdian President Aristides Pereira. 
The two heads of state held discussions during the 
stopover. The Botswanan president was slightly injured 
last Sunday [7 August], when the Angolan Air Force 
mistakenly attacked his aircraft. President Masire was 
then on his way to Luanda (Angola) to attend a meeting 
of the Frontline States (Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, 
Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.) 


Ghana’s Rawlings Arrives in Praia 10 Aug 
AB1008060988 Paris AFP in French 2053 GMT 
10 Aug 88 


[Text] Praia, 10 Aug (AFP)}—Ghanaian head of state 
Jerry Rawlings arrived late this afternoon in Praia on a 
48-hour official visit at the invitation of his Cape Ver- 
dian counterpart, Aristides Pereira. Chairman Rawlings, 
who arrived here from Nouakchott after a 3-day official 
visit, was welcomed on arrival by Mr Pereira and by 
members of government and the diplomatic corps. 


The Ghanaian head of state, who did not make any 
statement on arrival, is expected to hold talks with 
President Pereira. He will visit some of Cape Verde’s 
socioeconomic projects and will be the guest of honor at 
an official banquet hosted by the head of state. During 
this visit, the two countries will sign several documents, 
including a general agreement on cooperation which will 
define the legal framework of their relations. 
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Chairman Rawlings’ official visit, the first by a Ghana- 
ian head of state to Cape Verde, will help strengthen the 
bonds of friendship and cooperation between Praia and 
Accra. The Ghanaian head of state will give a press 
conference on the morning of 12 August at the end of his 
official visit. 


Travels to San Vicente 
AB1108192988 Paris AFP in French 1806 GMT 
11 Aug 88 


[Text] Praia, 11 Aug (AFP)}—Ghanaian Head of State 
Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, who arrived Wednes- 
day night in Praia for a 2-day official visit to Cape Verde, 
this afternoon went to the island of San Vicente (in the 
north-western part of the archipelago}, where he will 
remain until Friday morning. 


Before going to San Vicente, Chairman Rawlings, 
accompanied by his Cape Verdian counterpart, Aristides 
Pereira, devoted Thursday morning to visiting a forestry 
area and the small town of Assomada on the island of 
Santiago, where Praia, the capital is also situated. He was 
later the guest at a luncheon hosted by Mr Pereira. 


According to official Cape Verdean sources, the two 
heads of state at the end of Chairman Rawlings’ visit, 
will sign documents that will serve as the legal frame- 
work for future relations between Praia and Accra. The 
Ghanaian leader is expected to give a press conference at 
the end of his visit and leave Praia on Friday. 


Ghana 


Rawlings Returns From Visit to Cape Verde 
AB1208213688 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight-Lieutenant 
Rawlings, returned to Accra this evening after a S-day — 
official visit to Mauritania and Cape Verde. He was met 
at the airport by Captain Kojo Tsikata; the general 
officer commanding the Ghana Armed Forces, Lieuten- 
ant-General Arnold Quainoo; Major General Mensah- 
Wood; all members of the PNDC, the Inspector General 
of Police, C.K. Dewornu, and the Air Force commander, 
Air Commodore Dumashie. [passage omitted] 


Briefs Press on Arrival 
AB1308095088 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant Raw- 
lings, returned to Accra last night after 5-day official visits 
to Mauritania and Cape Verde. The visits were at the 
invitation of the governments of those countries. He was 
met on arrival by Captain Kojo Tsikata; Lieutenant General 
Arnold Quinoo; Major General Mensah- Wood; all PNDC 
members; the IGP [Inspector General of Police], Mr C.K. 
Dewornu; the Air Force commander, Air Commodore 
Dumanshie; as well as service commanders. 
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Briefing newsmen on arrival, the deputy secretary for 
foreign affairs, Dr Mohamed ibn Chambas, who was on 
the delegation, said the Ghanaian delegation discussed 
bilateral as well as international issues with the author- 
ities of the two countries. He said in Mauritania, both 
countries identified areas of cooperation, especially in 
the fields of fishing and livestock development, to boost 
their economies. Dr Chambas said Ghana and Cape 
Verde signed a general agreement for economic cooper- 
ation. The delegation also discussed with the Cape 
Verdian side how both countries can develop their 
fishing industries. He said the Ghanaian side was 
impressed with efforts being made by the people of Cape 
Verde in checking the advance of the Sahara Desert. 


He said the authorities in Cape Verde informed the 
delegation about two Ghanaian stowaways who were 
thrown into high seas by the captain of a Yugoslav- 
registered ship which is being operated by an American 
company. Dr Chambas said the government will take up 
the issue with the countries concerned. He however 
warned Ghanaians to be aware of the risk involved in 
stowing away in foreign vessels. The two Ghanaians, 
John Kabi, 24; and Alfred Collin, 28, who arrived with 
the delegation, told newsmen later that they stowed away 
in Abidjan Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast]. They said they 
went to Abidjan by road last year to look for a job, but 
they were not successful, so they decided to return to 
Ghana. According to them, they boarded the ship with 
the intention of returning to Ghana. But they later 
realized that it was sailing to America. The ship captain 
then decided to throw them overboard in high seas. They 
were later rescued by Cape Verdian fishermen who sent 
them to the immigration authorities. A GBC [Ghana 
Broadcasting Corporation] correspondent who traveled 
with the delegation said after hearing the incident, 
Chairman Rawlings remarked: the indomitable spirit of 
the Ghanaian is admirable; I love the Ghanaian for his 
courage and spirit of adventure, but there are times when 
he fails to see a dangerous and a reckless gamble. 


In a joint communique in Praia, Chairman Rawlings and 
President Aristides Pereira called on Africa's creditor 
countries and the international commercial community 
to respond positively to Africa's request for an interna- 
tional conference on Africa’s debts in order to find a 
lasting solution to the problem. The communique said if 
this problem is not resolved, Africa’s social and political 
stability will further be threatened. The communique 
highlighted Africa’s grave economic situation and the 
disastrous effect of the current world economic crisis on 
the economies of its countries and called on the interna- 
tional community to support Africa's recovery efforts. 
The two countries pledged to resolutely implement Afri- 
ca’s priority program for economic recovery and urg.d 
all African governments to implement all regional and 
subregional programs for the speedy development of the 
continent. Turning to the economic community of Afri- 
can states, the communique called on all member coun- 
tries of the OAU to implement as soon as possible all 
agreements and protocols of the organization and adapt 
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their economic policies to harmonize with the Lagos 
Plan of Action. It reaffirmed the two countries’ rejection 
of state terrorism as a policy for the settlement of 
conflicts and emphasized the need for resolving conflicts 
through negotiations. In this regard, the communique 
hoped current efforts aimed at facilitating the implemen- 
tation of UN Resolution 435 of 1978 will bear positive 
fruits. 


The two leaders again condemned the dumping of toxic 
waste in Africa as reprehensible and immoral and called 
on African countries to intensify their campaign against 
the desert. The communique also touched on the Chad 
situation, the Western Sahara problem, and the Middle 
East issue and hoped effort at a resolution will not be 
thwarted. 


U.S. Role in Angolan Affairs Criticized 
AB14°8140988 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The ECHO criticizes the United States for pro- 
moting strife in Angola for years and at the same time 
supporting efforts aimed, among others, at bringing 
peace to the country. But of late, says the paper, the same 
United States has been undermining the work the United 
Nations in diverse ways. These include the intentional 
withholding of her financial obligations worth about 
$467 million to the world body, willful obstruction of 
progressive resolutions, and the harassment and black- 
mailing of diplomatic missions of developing countries. 


In the view of the paper, these acts by themselves 
constituted breach of international norms. The paper, 
therefore, calls for support for the Libyan leader, Brother 
Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi’s call for the withdrawal of the 
UN headquarters from New York to a more law-abiding, 
safer, and neutral country. To the ECHO, if the world 
body should be saved from further intrigue, support 
from Brother al-Qadhdhafi's call is not misplaced. It 
must be a mission.to be fulfilled by all progressive forces 
of the world. 


South Africa Not ‘Ready’ For Peace in Angola 
AB1408154388 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 14 Aug 88 


{[Kweku Afful Enin commentary] 


[Text] We return to the subject of the conflict in Angola 
and Namibia because current developments bear simi- 
larities to what happened 10 years ago and which culmi- 
nated in South Africa’s refusal to implement UN Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 435. It is recalled that at that 
time the prospects of a Republican victory in the U.S. 
presidertial elections made South Africa delay the 
implementation. Various policy papers being presented 
on the Republican side at that time suggested that the 
new U.S. Administration would take a soft line on South 
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Africa. Already, the seeds were being sown of the Amer- 
ican policy of linkage—that is, linking the independence 
of Namibia with the withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola. This has the rock upon which the implementa- 
tion of Resolution 435 has foundered ever since. 


It has been made even more difficult by the supply of 
U.S. arms to UNITA rebels in Angola. By the agreement 
announced after the peace talks in London, Brazzaville, 
Cairo, New York, and Geneva, the Cubans and Angolans 
seem to have compromised on the linkage idea. But both 
countries are saying that if Cuban troops must go, they 
must at least be satisfied that South Africa will leave 
Angola never to come back, and also grant independence 
to Namibia through the implementation of Resolution 
435. The Cubans have actually called on the UN Secre- 
tary Council to undertake to implement this resolution 
as a condition for withdrawal. And Angola, anxious to 
avoid another South African invasion, wants South 
Africa and the U.S. to stop aiding the UNITA rebels, and 
it is prepared to compromise on the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops if this aid is stopped. 


It must be stated that Cuba’s worries are legitimate. This 
is because South Africa for one has not only supplied 
arms to UNITA, but it has on a number of occasions 
actually intervened militarily to protect this rebel move- 
ment whenever it was in danger of defeat by government 
troops. 


The scenario at the moment does not hold out hope for 
the peaceful settlement, for despite its agreement to 
withdraw from Angola by the first of next month, nor 
South African troops have been seen leaving Angola. If 
anything, South Africa has rather moved troops from 
other parts of Namibia to reinforce its border with 
Angola. And the prospects of continued outside supplies 
to UNITA creates an atmosphere of prolonged conflict 
in the area, even after Namibia's independence. 


Meanwhile, looming in the background as an important 
factor is the outcome of the U.S. presidential election. 
What guarantee is there that South Africa will allow 
implementation of Resolution 435 in November once it 
believes it can obtain comfort and support from the 
victorious party in the elections. No wonder Zimbabwe 
and the African National Congress have, among others, 
warned against accepting the good faith of the South 
Africans. Peace in Angola, coupled with independence 
for Namibia are in everybody’s interest, but it is not yet 
clear that South Africa is ready for this and the caution 
being expressed by Angola and Cuba is necessary at this 
time. 


Soviet Union Offers Training Scholarships 
AB1408104988 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] Forty-three Ghanaian students have been 
awarded scholarships to study in the Soviet Union 
during the 1988-89 academic year. The beneficiaries are 
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members of the Ghana-USSR Friendship Society and 
Soviet-trained Ghanaian Graduates Association. The 
awards, which cover between 3 and 8 years duration, are 
in the areas of medicine; electrical, mechanical, civil, 
marine and metallurgical engineering; telecommunica- 
tions; irrigation and land reclamation; statistics; and 
Russian language. Others are radio communications, 
agronomy, hydrology, pharmacy, physics, chemistry, 
mathematics, animal husbandry, food processing, and 
fine art. 


Speaking at a send-off for the award winners in Accra, 
the Soviet ambassador to Ghana, Mr V.M. Semenov, 
said the scholarships are meant to strengthen the bonds 
of friendship between the governments and peoples of 
the two countries. He disclosed that the Soviet Govern- 
ment plans an increase in the number of scholarships to 
Ghana and to create better conditions for future benefi- 
ciaries. Mr Semenov said his government is also arrang- 
ing with the Ghana Government for future award win- 
ners to study the Russian language in Ghana before 
proceeding to the Soviet Union. 


The president of the Ghana-USSR Friendship Society, Mr 
Johnny Hanson, said the continued awards of scholarships 
to deserving people make Ghanaians to understand the 
genuineness of the friendship of the Soviet peoples. More 
than 1,000 Ghanaian students have benefited from scholar- 
ships to study in institutions of higher education in the 
Soviet Union since Ghana's independence. 


Guinea 


Cooperation Commission Group Leaves for Benin 
AB1308134588 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] The Guinean delegation which is to participate in the 
deliberations of the second session of the Guinea-Benin 
permanent joint commission for cooperation left Conakry 
yesterday for Cotonou. According to the GUINEA PRESS 
AGENCY, reporting the news, relations of friendship and 
cooperation between Benin and Guinea are governed by 
legal instruments dated 27 May 1978. The Guinean delega- 
tion is led by Mr Edouard Benjamin, minister of planning 
and international cooperation. 


Deliberations will mainly center on strengthening coopera- 
tion in the fields of commerce, health, natural resources, 
information, culture, tourism, education and sports, it was 
stated by the GUINEAN PRESS AGENCY. 


Ivory Coast 


President Calls on Taxpayers To Pay Tax Arrears 
AB1108211388 Paris AFP in French 1914 GMT 
1] Aug 88 


[Text] Abidjan, 11 Aug (AFP)}—Ivorian President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny today called on major taxpayers of 
the country to pay their tax arrears within the next 2 
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months, it has been learned from reliable sources in 
Abidjan. This measure concerns both enterprises and 
private individuals, these sources state. This should 
bring about 41 billion CFA francs (Fr 820 million) into 
Ivorian Government coffers. 


The president gave this order during a meeting attended 
by members of government, members of the Political 
Bureau of the PDCI- RDA (the sole Ivorian party), and 
other individuals. Informed Ivorian circles had expected 
President Houphouet-Boigny to announce a cabinet 
shuffle. However, such an announcement could come 
after Houphouet-Boigny visits France in the second half 
of August. 


Ivory Coast is currently facing a serious financial crisis 
because of the fall in prices of its main export products, 
coffee and cocoa. In June 1987, President Houphouet- 
Boigny decided to suspend the servicing of the country’s 
external debt, estimated at about $10 billion. At the 
same time he engaged in a showdown with international 
finance circles by refusing to sell his cocoa as long as 
prices remain low. 


Observers have noted that Ivorian leaders, who under- 
took to resume the servicing of the debt following 
rescheduling agreements reached in April, were twice 
unable to do so because of lack of funds. 


Liberia 


Information Ministry Guidelines on Media Coverage 
AB1208214088 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Information, Culture and Tour- 
ism has instituted several guidelines regarding press 
coverage by the ministry. The guidelines, which take 
effect on August 3!st, stipulate that all requests for press 
coverage should be channeled through the office of the 
minister of information at least 48 hours in advance for 
assignments in Monrovia, and not less than | week for 
out-of-town coverage. 


The guideline said requests for coverage of weddings, 
engagement parties, personal and institutional anniver- 
sary celebrations, private luncheons and dinners, ncon- 
official wakes, funerals and social rallies, will not be 
honored. Other requests not to be honored, the guide- 
lines said, include social rallies, raffle draws, bazaars, 
[words indistinct] contests, installations, board meet- 
ings, and arrivals and departure of private VIPs, among 
others. 


The ministry said it will only honor requests for coverage 
of non- governmental functions, activities, and functions 
at which a government minister, head of an agency, 
commission and public corporation is participating as a 
keynote speaker, and requesting agencies being fully 
responsible for the costs, the guideline said. 
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The guidelines further said the ministry shall provide 
coverage for the opening and closing of international 
conferences, seminars, and workshops [words indistinct] 
of development projects at no cost to the ministry. 


According to the guidelines, individuals and organiza- 
tions desirous of press coverage should contact the 
Liberian Broadcasting System and other relevant media 
institutions that offer professional services. The ministry 
also said that press conferences of private persons will 
not be accepted, except those granted by the president of 
Liberia, the president pro-tempo of the Liberian Senate, 
and the Chief of Liberia, and that only requests duly 
signed by the heads of government ministries, autono- 
mous agencies, commissioners, public corporations, reli- 
gious and educational institutions, and political organi- 
zations will be honored. 


The guidelines said the new measures are intended to 
enable the ministry to operate within its budgetary 
allotment and to also devote its facilities primarily to its 
duties and responsibilities. 


Mali 


Traore Begins African, European Tour 13 Aug 
AB1 308154388 Bamako Domestic Service in French 


1300 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[Text] General Moussa Traore, president of the Repub- 
lic, left Bamako this morning for Brazzaville, Congo, 
where he will attend, as President Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso’s guest of honor, the festivities marking the 25th 
anniversary of the People’s Republic of Congo. The 
party’s [Democratic Union of Malian People] secretary 
general and OAU chairman will then go to Zaire, Zam- 
bia, Angola, and Norway. This is going to be President 
Moussa Traore’s first major tour since he became the 
chairman of the Pan-African organization last May. 


Traore’s Father Dies in Sebetou 14 Aug 
AB 1408212488 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Text] This newscast opens on a sad note: The Central 
Executive Bureau of the Democratic Union of Malian 
People, the government of the Republic of Mali, and the 
Executive Committee of the National Assembly of Mali, 
regret to announce the death of El Hadj Kaba Traore, 
chief of the village of Sebetou, father of General Moussa 
Traore, secretary general of the UDPM, president of the 
Republic. The death occurred today, Sunday, 14 August 
at 1330 in Bamako. 


The funeral rites will take place at Sebetou, in the district 
of Kayes, tomorrow, 15 August 1988. Members of the 
Central Executive Bureau, the government, and the 
Executive Committee of the National Assembly present 
their condolences to the bereaved family. 
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Cuban Youth Delegation Talks With Counterparts 
ABO808 163988 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] The delegation of the Union of Young Commu- 
nists of Cuba [UJC], which is in our country at the 
invitation of the Malian youth union, held a meeting 
today at the Youth Hall with executive members of the 
National Youth Union of Mali [UNJM]. This Cuban 
youth delegation led by Comrade Diego Batista, chair- 
man of the Control and Review Committee, includes 
Comrade (Maria Carmen del Barroso), civil servant at 
the Department of External Relations. 


At the working session the UNJM chairman, after wel- 
coming the Cuban comrades, underlined the excellent 
friendly and cooperative ties existing between the 
UNJM and the UJC. He described the organization, 
objectives, and program of the UNJM. The role of 
Malian youth in the people's liberation struggle in Africa 
and in the world was also discussed in detail. 


The UJC delegation, after expressing satisfaction with its 
visit to Mali, conveyed to the UNJM bureau the broth- 
erly and friendly greetings of the Cuban youth. It 
described fully and in detail the organization and activ- 
ities of the UJC as well as preparations in Cuba for the 
Third International Youth and Students Festival sched- 
uled to take place in 1989 in Pyongyang. The delegation 
will visit Kati this afternoon and Bougouni tomorrow. 


Ends Visit, Departs 
AB1208094688 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] The visit to Mali of the delegation of the Union of 
Young Communists of Cuba [UJC] has ended. After 
visiting the Commune 3 area, Kati, and Bougouni, and 
attending the dinner party given in their honor by the 
secretary general of the UNJM [Malian National Youth 
Union], the National Executive Bureau of the UNJM 
and the UJC delegation held a final working session at 
the Youth Hall. During this working session, the two 
sides discussed cooperative production movements 
which can serve the UNJM as valuable tools to achieve 
food self-sufficiency. They also discussed the fight 
against the rural exodus and unemployment. But these 
cooperative production movements are facing problems 
caused by lack of logistical support and experience in 
this field. 


For its part, the UJC delegation briefed the National 
Executive Bureau of the UNJM on the life and the 
experience of the cooperative movements in Cuba and 
expressed satisfaction with its very fruitful visit to Mali. 
The UJC delegation left Bamako yesterday for Havana. 
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Nigeria 


Paper Favors End to U.S. Backing of UNITA 
AB1408 100388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The latest development in southern Africa, where 
Angola and apartheid South Africa are observing a 
cease-fire, is the subject of THE REPUBLIC’s editorial. 
The paper describes the decision by the racists to with- 
draw their troops from Angola as most surprising, even 
to the optimistic observer. However, THE REPUBLIC is 
concerned about the exclusion of UNITA rebels from the 
talks which led to the comprehensive agreement reached 
in Geneva. In the view of the paper, this development 
cannot augur well for a lasting peace in the region. 
According to THE REPUBLIC, peace can only be 
achieved if the United States stops its military backing 
for the rebels. 


Vigilance on Angolan Situation Urged 
AB1 308133888 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] As racist South Africa intends to withdraw its 
troops from Angola, THE STANDARD (?appeals) for 
more vigilance by the Angolans to forestall any attempt 
by the racists to renew their attacks. On the basis of the 
agreement reached after the talks in Geneva, THE 
STANDARD would like the people of Angola, the Front- 
line States, and Cuba to be wary in implementing the 
accord. This according to THE STANDARD, is because 
a state such as racist South Africa, built on falsehood and 
treachery, cannot be faithful to any agreement. THE 
STANDARD calls for more support for the African 
National Congress to bring about the collapse of apart- 
heid in South Africa. 


Improved Relations With the Netherlands Explored 
AB1208211788 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] Nigeria and the Netherlands are exploring ways of 
improving existing relations and cooperation, Nigeria's 
ambassador to that country, Alhaji (Iril Adam Bagi), 
announced on a Radio Nigeria Kaduna program, Guest 
of the Week. He said the two countries would soon come 
out with proposals for the possible implementation in 
various fields. Alhaji (Iril Adam) said because of cordial 
relationship between the two countries, the Netherlands 
had agreed to reschedule part of Nigeria’s debts. Nigeria, 
he explained, was also doing her best to tap the agricul- 
tural potentials of the Netherlands. To this end, some 
Nigerian students are already benefitting from scholar- 
ships granted by the Dutch Government in agriculture. 
The ambassador said the Dutch Government had similar 
policy with Nigeria on apartheid policy in South Africa. 
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Customs Officers Seize Cocaine Worth $2 Million 
AB1308180488 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 13 Aug 88 


[From the “African News” Program] 


[Text] The NIGERIAN NEWS AGENCY says that 
customs officers have arrested three drug smugglers and 
seized cocaine worth $2 million on the border with 
Benir.. The agency said the three smugglers abandoned 
the cocaine and tried to escape when they were stopped 
by Nigerian customs officials in the border town of Seme 
on Thursday [11 August], but were immediately caught. 


‘Pests’ Destroying Farmlands in Sokoto State 
AB1208182088 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 12 Aug 88 


[Text] Invasion of army worms, locusts, and (?kwelle) 
birds has been reported in some local government areas 
of Sokoto State. The areas include Yauri, Bagudo, Birnin 
Kebbi, Argungu, and Yabo where the pests are destroy- 
ing the farmlands. All the farms along the banks of the 
River Niger in Bagudo local government area have been 
attacked by the pests. The chairman of the local govern- 
ment, Alhaji Ibrahim Ilo, has appealed to the federal and 
state administrations to assist by way of aerial spraying. 
Six control teams have been set up to assist farmers in 
hand spraying. 


WEST AFRICA 


Senegal 


Contingent To Join Gulf Cease-Fire Observers 
AB1408115588 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 14 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] Fifteen Senegalese troops will leave Dakar 
today for the Gulf to be part of the team of observers that 
will supervise the cease-fire agreement between Iran and 
Iraq. [passage omitted] 

Sierra Leone 
BBC Correspondent on R 


Arrested, Questioned 
AB1208182188 Paris AFP in English 1749 GMT 
12 Aug 88 


[Text] Freetown, Aug 12 (AFP)}—The local correspon- 
dent for the BBC, Foday Fofanah, has been detained by 
Sierra Leonean security forces and questioned about one 
of his reports, police officials said Friday. The officials, 
who asked not to be identified, said Mr Fofanah was 
arrested Thursday night and queried about a BBC dis- 
patch describing tensions between Israeli, Saudi and 
Lebanese groups in Freetown. 


One official said the reports were “alarming and out to 
create unnecessary tensions.” 


Ramez Ali Hassan, president of the Lebanese Social and 
Cultural Society, called them destructive and aimed at 
sowing seeds of discord. 


Mr Fofanah is also employed by the Spanish news 
agency EFE. There are an estimated 20,000 Lebanese 
living in Sierra Leone. 
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